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Regent meets Russian delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
8*^*1 receiveri Tuesday - at the Royal Court a visiting delegation 
representing the parliament of the' Russian Federation, The Regent 
stressed at the- meeting the importance of security, stability and peace for 
the Middle East and the need for national and international cooperation 
m the r egion along, the lines of Helsinki’s conference on security and 
cooperation in' Europe. Prince Hassan also renewed relations between 
Jordan and Russia in economic, commercial and religious fields. The head 
of the vis ting delegation, V ladi mir Phflipovitdi, outlined his ootzntiy’s 
policy of steering sway-from alliances and working on establishing peace 
aMhpKuiving'it in the world as a whole, and reaching a settlement in the 
hfidefle East on the basis of justice and equality. Mr. Phffipovitch lauded 
the role played by His Majesty King Hussein and Prince Hassan hot only 
in attempting to reach a solution to the Middle East problem but also 
formulate solutions to various international problem. He expressed hope 
that Jordan tan-Risriao relations will be developed further. The meeting 
was attended by Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad AJ 
LbW2i, senator Amer Khammash and Khaled Tarawneh and several 
sensor officials. (Sec oilier story on page 3). 
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Jordan to host Arab 
talks on June 3 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The maw 
Arab partners in the Middle East 
peace talks will meet hi Amman 
on June 3 to evaluate the process 
and lay future strategy. Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber 
Tuesday. Dr. Abu Jaber told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
his counterparts from Syria, 
Lebanon and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
would attend but gave no further 
details (see page 3). The four held 
their last official meeting in 
Beirut in April before Arab nego- 
tiators headed for the fifth round 
of bilateral peace talks with Israel 
in Washington. The four had 
informal talks in Indonesia on the 
sidelines of a Non-Aligned Move- 
ment meeting which ended last 
week. 

Iraq denies Syria 
rapprochement 
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‘ BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, a bitter 
parent foe of Syria, denied there was any 
>an ChiMrav. attempt at reconciliation between 
"l Baghdad and Damascus. “There 
is not a grain of truth in it,” 
Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan told the magazine Alef 
" ice.* Ba in an interview published 
' : v -ir- Wednesday. Mr. Ramadan de- 
ri scribed reports of possible rap- 
• *r : prochcmcnt as a ’‘political game 

.-a concocted by the Syrian intelli- 
.. Vn'.7 gence." Sudanese leader Omar 
' ...: - ‘ Hassan AI Bashir said in Damas- 

cus on May 8 he was trying to 
~ , bring about a rapprochement be- 

-<• -'-'.7 tween Iraq and Syria. He said 
: _ T , -’“CT Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
- -v.. J7t. hml endorsed the attempt. Mr. 

. .. I .~ Ramadan said attempts at recon- 
\ dilation were “a game aimed at 
exploiting the situation to im- 
prove Syria's imagein frontof the „ 

...j dwar^ -ruling Arab Golf coast* 

• ... ■ 7 7, 1 *" tries. •.*■_, 

Sharon: Israel trying 
He crew sou? to bring Yemeni Jews 

enlyhelpin TEL AV IV (R) — Housing 
IQ Minister Ariel Sharon revealed 

on Tuesday Israel was trying to 
■ s i _ ijr bring 1,600 Yemeni Jews to the 
. i-i Jewish state, the Israeli news 

. -j.' 7.# agency Itim said. Mr. Sharon 

publicised the plans for the first 
time in an apparent attempt to 
score points for his ruling Likud 
party ahead of a June 23 national 
election. “This work for the re- 
tease of the Jews of Yemen is a . 
continuation of the enterprise of 
immigration that the Likud gov- 
ernment has been occupied with 
since 1977,” Mr. Sharon was 
quoted as saying by Itim. “It 
resulted in a breakthrough in the 
immigration of Ethiopian Jews, 
Soviet Jews and the release of 
Jews imprisoned in Syrian jail for 
tens of years,” Mr. Sharon said. 
He refused to give more details of 
the plan. 
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" Hizbollah says it 
^ > captured ‘soldiers’ 

- " 4 ^NABATTYEH, Lebanon (R) — 
■"■^.7.Tfrhe pro-Iranian Hizbollah said 
-■* *" .7 on Tuesday its guerrillas attacked 
*■ six positions of Israeli troops and 
their local allies in. South Leba- 
non, killing and capturing a num- 
c - 5 ' ber of soldiers. Hizbollah said in 
a statement the attacked posts 
r. ^ were on the western edge of 
Israel's self-proclaimed “srourity 
1 i* & zone.” The assailants completely 
y .- ■ destroyed the Almaan position 

where "enemy soldiers” suffered 
heavy losses and guerrillas cap- 
tured several of them, the state- 
ment said. Almaan is controlled 
by the Israeb-bady^l Sooth Leba- 
non Army (SLA) but Israeli 
forces sometimes deploy units 
there. A Hizbollah spokesman 
could not give any details on the 
nationality of the allegedly cap- 
tured soldiers. 
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Shiites claim Iraqi 
4 attack on marches 
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NICOSIA (A?) — - Iraq’s army 
Launched a broad offensive Tues- 
’. V.' day with the helicopter attacks on 
; the southern marshland stron- 
Lo ghold of Shiite Muslim rebels 
fighting the government, the re- 
bels said. A rebel organisation 
appealed to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali to protect 
- I; the population there and “pre- 
vent a efisaster.” Iraqi helicopter 
' 7 r. ■' "7 r> gondtips “this morning hunched a 
3- concerted attack along the entire 
-'7. 7 7.. length of the marshland areas in 

■>- 7 ft southern Iraq, from Amarah, 
through Nassariyah to Basra,” 
j % : -7 the Supreme Colonel of the Isla- 

• . Vj mic Revolution of Iraq said in a 

i; :: - •' . '• .j jJ-jy statement faxed to the Associated 
. ’.r:- Press in Nicosia. 
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Israeli welcome of 
U.S. statement on 194 
is irrelevant — official 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Jordan Tuesday dis- 
missed as irrelevant Israel's wel- 
come of an American statement 
that U.N. Resolution 194 was sot 
among the terms of reference for 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, saying 
that the implementation of die 
resolution that concerns Palesti- 
nian refugees was indeed one of 
the fundamental objectives of the 
peace negotiations. 

The U.S. statement does not in 
any way imply that the imple- 
mentation of General Assembly 
Resolution 194 of 1948, which 
enshrines the Palestinian’s right 
of return, is being ruled out, a 
senior Foreign Ministry official 
noted. 

“The U.S. is not even saying that 
the resolution is not landing or not 
applicable,” noted the offidal, who 
asked he not be identified by name. 

“What they are saying is that Re- 
solution 194 is not a term of reference 
for the peace tails and was not 
included in the letteis of assurances" 
that Washington issued to Israel and 
the Arabs prior to the launching of 
the peace process, the offidal said. 

“As far as Jordan is concerned, we 
definitely insist on the implementa- 
tion of Resolution 194.” which 
affirmed the right of the Palestinians 
to return to the homes they aban- 
doned or fbrcced to abandon in pre- 
HM8 -Palestine with tbecnatioa'tf tfE , 
state of Israel, said the official. ' 


The official also noted that the very 
creation of the state of Israel went 
hand in hand with Resolution 194, 
which was supported by an over- 
. whelming majority of the General 
Assembly members in 1948. 

The latest American statement was 
issued Monday in an obvious attempt 
to defuse a public row with Israel over 
an earlier assertion chat there was no 
shift in the American support for 
Resolution 194 as it was in 1948. 

• Monday’s statement was welcomed 
by Israel. Foreign Minister David 
Levy said it removed a potential 
stumbling block from die peace talks. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
spokesman, Ebud Goi, called it a 
‘‘positive development." 

“We find in the statement a signifi- 
cant change to the State Department 
announcement of last week and we 
certainly look at it as a positive 
development." said Mr. Gol. 

Mr. Levy said Ms. Tutwiler's 
announcement — which be ascribed 
to discussions between Israel and 
Washington — ended Arab efforts to 
introduce “an outdated resolution." 
into the talks. 

Mr. Levy said this “removed a 
stumbling block that could have been 
an obstacle to the peace process." 

“It is also a signal to all parties to 
refrain from trying to introduce alien 
components into the agreed 
framework of the political process." 
Mr. Levy added in a statement. 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said the only 
agreed terms of reference for the 
peace talks were U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 242 and 338. which call 
on Israel exchange occupie d cerri- 
" toty for a peace 'with the Arabs. "■ 


“The agreed terms of reference 
specifically name only two resolu- 
tions: 242 and 338." Ms. Tutwiler 
said. “It is these resolutions, not the 
many, many other resolutions posed 
by the United Nations over years, 
that constitute the agreed terms of 
reference for the peace process.” 

Ms. Tutwiler. who said that to 
avoid misinterpretations there would 
not be any further statement on the 
Middle East peace process until June 
23 — the date of Israel's general 
elections — volunteered that “there 
have continued to be a number of 
very unfortunate distortions and mis- 
interpretations of United Stater poli- 
cy on the peace process." 

“Issues related to the peace process 
are highly nuanced and can all too 
easily be distorted when reduced to 
simple headlines," she added in. an 
apparent jab at Israeli media accounts 
of her statement last week in which 
she reaffirmed the American en- 
dorsement of Resolution 194. 

“What's important here is the pro' 
cess of direct negotiations between 
the parties themselves.” Ms. Tutwiler 
said. “That process has dear terms 
agreed by all the parties.'* 

Asked whether she still stood by 
Resolution 194, Ms. Tutwiler said: 
“Henceforth I am just hot going to 
respond to every comment or ques- 
tion on the peace process or the 
Arab- Israeli conflict." 

In a message the State Department 
reportedly sent to the Arab delega- 
tions before the beginning of a work- 
ing group meeting oh Middle East 
refugees in Ottawa as part of the 
peace process last week. Washington 
suggested that the issue of the Palesti- 
nians' right of return not be raised at j 


the conference. 
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Jordan seeks 
increased 
UNDP aid 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan's 
permanent representative to the 
European headquarter of the Un- 
ited Nations, Fawwaz Sharaf, 
Tuesday urged the United Na- 
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) governing board to in- 
crease its financial aid to Jordan. 

Addressing the 39th session of 
the UNDP governing board, Mr. 
Sharaf said Jordan had received 
from the UNDP over a period of 
20 years (four programme cydes) 
an amount of $47 million to im- 
plement social and economic de- 
velopment projects, including 
support of industrial production 
and improving economic per- 
formance. 

Mr. Sharaf noted that econo- 
mic indicators in Jordan have 
changed in the late eighties, thus 
warranding increase in the 
amount of yearly aid allocated to 
Jordan. 

The economic adjustment 
programme, which the country is 
implementing in cooperation with 
the World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, was war- 
ranted by the hard economic con- 
ditions of Jordan, he pointed out. 

The Gulf crisis had left dire 
negative consequences on the 
Jordanian economy and resulted 
in a drop of the gross national 
product (GNP) per capita, which 
had fallen to $1,020. increasing 
poverty and rising unemploy- 
ment, he said. 

He noted that unemployment 
rates reached 22 per cent by the 
year 1991. He said the Gulf crisis 
was further aggravating the un- 
employment-problem. - - 
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Gulf democrats set up 
regional pressure group 


KUWAIT (R) — Democrats 
from five Arab states have set up 
the Gulfs first movetqent to 
promote democracy and freedom 
of express on across a region 
where political parties are ban- 
ned. 

The Gulf National Forum 
(GNF), created at a meeting in 
Kuwait this month, groups 
academics, businessmen and pro- 
fessional people from Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and 
the' United Arab Emirates. 

Abdullah Al Nibari, a former 
Kuwaiti member of parliament 
and one of the GNFs founders, 
told Reuters on Tuesday this was 
the first attempt to form such a 
group across Gulf boundaries. 

Diplomats said the fact that 
activists from ultra-conservative 
Saudi Arabia joined the GNF was 
significant. 

Saudi King Fahd, under press- 
ure to introduce democratic re- 
form, in March issued decrees 
establishing a baric law (constitu- 
tion) and providing for an 
appointed consultative council. 

But be later ruled out elections 
and Western-style democracy as 


unsuitable. 

The GNF said in its first state- 
ment it would act as a public 
advocacy group to promote and 
defend human rights, democracy 
and baric freedoms in the six 
states of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

It said it would only use peace- 
ful and overt means to achieve its 
aims which include “seeking uni- 
ty among Arab Gulf states at all 
levels.” 

Mr. Nibari, a Kuwaiti opposi- 
tion leader, said the group would 
have to be cautious. “We have to 
be careful in the way we issue 
statements or declare oar ideas 
because the governments in this 
region are too sensitive, more 
than necessary.” 

Mr. Nibari said only five coun- 
tries were represented because 
the sixth, Oman, had stopped 
Omanis travelling- to Kuwait for 
the meeting. 

Qatar also blocked the travel of 
some of those seeking to partici- 
pate, he added. 

(Continued on page 5) 


21 die in pro- democracy 
protests in Thailand 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — Hun- 
dreds of pro-democracy protes- 
ters fled advancing troops firing 
rifles into the air Tuteday as 
unrest wracked Thailand for a 
third straight day during which at 
least 21 demonstrators have died. 

The troops advanced after they 
gave protesters 90 minutes to 
leave a downtown bridge. 

Thousands arrested in the gov- 
ernment crackdown against stu- 
dents, academics and others 
opposing six decades of military 
domination of Thai politics. 

Riot troops appeared to have 
temporarily quelled Thailand’s 
most serious political uprising in 
16 years, although protesters 
waving Thai flags and chanting 
slogans calling for the resignation * 
of Prime Minister Suchinda Krap- 
rayoon were seen around the city. 

Newspapers said Tuesday the 
protests had spread to at least 
seven other areas, including 
Chiang Mai in the north, Khon 
Kaen in the northeast and Hat 
Yai in the south. 

The Phra PinJdao bridge over 
Bangkok’s Chao Phraya River 


has been rocked by violent de- 
monstrations since Sunday de- 
manding that Mr. Suchinda, a 
former military chief, step down. 

Up to 3,500 demonstrators sur- 
rounded one police station, call- 
ing for the release of over 1.300 
people arrested after a late-night 
attack by troops on Monday lol- 
led dozens of people and wound- 
ed hundreds. 

Gunfire was beard in the area 
of the station and an officer in- 
side, contacted by telephone, said 
soldiers had sent the demonstra- 
tors fleeing. There was no in- 
formation on any casualties. 

The station was 200 metres 
from the government's public re- < 
lations department, gutted by fire 
on Monday night. 

One kilometre to the south, 
□ear the Foreign Ministry, sol- 
diers opened fire at 5:15 p.m. 
(1015 GMT) over the heads of 
between 500 and 600 demonstra- 
tors. 

Mr. Suchinda said Tuesday 
communists were behind the de- 
monstrations against bis rule. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Environment talks conclude in 
Tokyo; next round in Holland 


TOKYO (R) — Israeli and 
Palestinian delegates discussed 
the Middle East region’s environ- 
mental problems face-to-face for 
the first time at an international 
meeting in Tokyo on Tuesday. 

“This is the first time that 
Israeli and Palestinian delegates 
sat down at the same table to 
discuss the environment.” said 
Ana Gomes, Portugal’s repre- 
sentative at the meeting. 

“We are not too ambitious, we 
are just now starting.” 

The conference is one of five 
tackling separate Middle East 
issues as part of the overall peace 
conference. The series includes 
talks in Vienna on water-sharing 
and in Ottawa on refugees. 

Other meetings have taken 
place on arms control in 
Washington and economic de- 
velopment in Brussels. 

The main topics at Tokyo’s 
meeting, which ended on Tues- 
day. were environmental man- 
agement, marine pollution and 
water and sewage management, a 


Japanese official said. 

No communique was issued but 
participants agreed to convene 
the next meeting in the autumn in 
the Netherlands, the official 
added. 

Uri Marinov, head of the 
Israeli delegation, told reporters: 
“I must say that Israel is very 
happy with the results of the 
two-day meeting.” 

“We could meet informally 
(and) shake hands with the repre- 
sentatives of the countries that 
never shook hands with Israel 
before.” 

The meeting was artended by 
37 delegations including officials 
from the United States, Russia, 
China. India, several Arab states 
and members of the European 
Communtiy. 

Of the Middle East states, only 
Syria and Lebanon stayed away. 

The Palestinian team was 
allowed to attend on condition it 
represented only the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 


At one point. Kyodo News 
Service said, the meeting came 
near to breakdown when Palesti- 
nians drew Israeli anger by ack- 
nowledging the leadership of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and claiming to repre- 
sent all Palestinians. 

No official comment of the 
report was immediately available. 

“The fact that we agreed to 
meet again is very important.” 
Michael Aron, Britain's repre- 
sentative. said . “Simply having 
the meeting is a confidence- 
building measure which is very 
important.” 

The Israeli ambassador to the 
U.S. said meanwhile the seeds 
have already been planted for 
progress in the next round of 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

“These are things which ere 
not simple, so they will take a 
long time,” Zalman Shoval said 
in Chicago. “Still 1 would say that 
’ progress on the whole has not 
been bad... 


Saudis 
‘trying to 
please God’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
said Monday it was only trying to 
please God by paying the entire 
cost of repairing one of Islam’s 
holiest shrines. 

“The initiatives of the King- 
fittfti of Saudi Arabia to repair me 
hpUses .of God ... have never 
been for political or propaganda 
objectives,” a spokesman said 
after a cabinet meeting. 

“It has and still undertakes 
such a solemn Islamic action out 
of its conviction to please God,” 
the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted acting Information Minis- 
ter Alawi Darwish Kayyal as 
saying. 

Mr. Kayyal did not refer to 
Jordan's announcement last week 
that King Hussein pay $8.25 mil- 
lion of hts own money into a 
special fond for renovating the 
Dome of the Rock mosque in 
Jerusalem. 

He said the cabinet was in- 
formed of the “positive” reaction 
from Arab and Islamic countries, 
as well as from Palestinians from 
inside and outside Saudi Arabia 
to King Fahd’s initiative. 

Jordan, which ruled East Jeru- 
salem and the West Bank from 
1950. until Israel occupied the 
areas in the 1967 war. remains the 
guardian of Jerusalem’s holy 
sites. 

King Fahd last Month offered 
to bear all costs for the restora- 
tion of the complex — Islam’s 
third holiest shrine after the ones 
at Mecca and Medina. 

The offer was made straight to 
the U.N. Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation. Tradi- 
tionally, such contributions had 
been channeled to Jordan. 


Ideology and political values for the future: Arab 
scholars debate what’s needed for 21st century 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE ARAB WORU> is not only 
weak and divided, especially in the 
aftermath of the Gujf war. it also 
lacks intellectual and ideological 
direction which could prepare it for 
the next century. 

A group of Arab scholars and 
intellectuals met last week to de- 
bate the issue of what ideology or 
political values need to be adopted 
for the future and to analyse what 
went wrong, even before the latest 
Gulf crisis. 

Dr. Hisham SharaW, professor 
of history at Georgetown Universi- 
ty, ted a roundtable discussion 
organised tty the U niversity of Jor- 
dan’s Centre for Strategic Studies 
by saying that the Arab World 
must lire up to the challenge of 
finding a progressive political and 
social contract that wQI take it into 
the 21st century. The options that 
are evident at this stage arc either a 
theological trend encompassing a 
very narrow definition of Islam and 
a secular trend which has lost its 
leaders. Dr. Sbarabi pointed out. 


The Palestinian-born professor, 
who writes frequently on Arab 
history and culture, triggered a 
beared debate over what he de- 
scribed as the impssse and void in 
which the Arab World finds itself 
in today. 

An "inidlectual . betrayal " as 
he called it,, was in part responsi- 
ble for the failure of the Arab 
governments and political parties! 
organisations to introduce .demo- 
cratic values to the Arab society in 
the post-colonial era. 

The failure of the different 
schools of Arab nationalism, 
socialism and Baatfiism to create 
an atmosphere where human 
rights, women’s tights and pluralis- 
tic democratic thought could flour- 
ish and be applied has largely led 
to the sad state of affairs in tire 
Arab World and culminated in 
what he termed as the “catas- 
trophe of Iraq.” 

“This era of intellectual betrayal 
began with (the loss of) Palestine 
and ended with Iraq,” Dr. SharaW 
said. ' 

Now that it has become dear 
that the political and intellectual 
schools of thought of the last 50 


years have failed miserably, the 
secular tread has a new challenge, 

be added. 

A new secular thought, which is 
applicable to Arab society, must 
emerge if the flow of theological 
thought is to be stemmed. Dr. 
Sharabi maintained. “A secular 
movement equipped to deal with 
the problems of the region win also 
have to face the challenge of theol- 
ogy as embodied in the fun- 
damentalist political movements 
sweeping across the Middle East.” 

Another outstanding issue which 
most be addressed by this new 
movement is the role of women, 
-according to the Arab- American 
scholar. In the past 50 years Arab 
secular movements Jure consis- 
tently foiled to address the issue of 
the role of women. Dr. Sharabi 
went on to say. 

“In order to introduce ‘progres- 
sive change’ a secular political/ 
social movement alone is not 
enough,” raid Htsham Ghassib. 
professor of physics at the Royal 
Scientific Society- This scholar, 
who said he believed that without 
sdeuce there can be no progress, 
told the participants that there 


were fundamental differences in 
the various secular trends that 
already exist in the Middle East 
and all over the world. 

There are two forms of secular 
trends, he explained. One has 
ulterior motives and is selective in 
its application of democratic 
values; the other is more universal 
in its application of these values, 
and also differs In that h does not 
support the imperialism Of the 
“democratic West” 

One of the two schools is pro- 
imperialist and one is anti- 
imperialist, Dr. Ghassib main- 
tained- 

According to him, the former 
uses democracy, human rights and 
pluralism as tenners and slogans to 
divert attention from its real aim: 
Economic exploitation. The 
second group consists of people 
who genuinely espouse those 
values and want them applied uni- 
versally. 

The fundamentalists are able to 
counter the pro-imperialist secular- 
ists because of their bad record in 
dealing constructively and equit- 
ably with tire region. Dr. Ghassib 
pointed out. 


‘Islam is the solution' 

Mohammad Alawneh. a Lower 
House deputy and tbc only Islamist 
participating in the discussion, said 
he believed that Dr. Ghassib and 
Dr. Sharabi had got it all wrong. 
“Islam is the solution and there is 
no conflict between theology and 
secularism." he maintained. 

"There is. however, the issue of 
group interests, and welfare versus 
individual welfare and interest." 
he said. “The Arabs have failed to 
cure their ills because they have 
been selfish. A group that acts like 
a group and not as individuals is 
successful — like the Soviet Union 
at the start and like the Israelis.” 
Mr. Alawneh, who belongs to the 
six-member independent Islamist 
group in the Lower House, con- 
tended that materialism and indi- 
vidualism had 'destroyed many 
societies. He said the Arab World 
should not look at the new world 
order and make comparisons of 
living standards. 

“We are like those living be- 

(Coatmned on page 5) 


Iraqi Kurds vote for 
leader and assembly 


SALAHUDIN (Agencies) —Ira- 
qi Kurds began voting in heavy 
numbers Tuesday in their first 
democratic election, which they 
hope will consolidate their self- 
rule. 

As music from loudspeakers 
prdvid^d a festive atmosphere. 
Kauris fbnnett long lines ax poll- 
ihgtytations early in the morning. 
An* estimated 1.2 million people 
were eligible to vote. 

They were electing a 100- 
member Iraqi Kurdistan national 
assembly (parliament) and a 
“single leader for the Kurdish 
struggle.” 

The Iraqi government, fearing 
the eventual secession of the 
Kurds, has declared the election 
illegal. 

Jets from the Western coalition 
based in Turkey to provide secur- 
ity for the Kurds flew over twice, 
drawing cheers from Kurds on 
line to vote. 

No Iraqi harassment was re- 
ported at the borders of the 
Kurdish-held zone in northern 
Iraq. 

Stringent security measures 
were taken against possible elec- 
tion violence, with armed pesh- 
merga guerrillas conducting 
identity checks on approaches to 
towns. 

The vote bad been originally 
scheduled Sunday. But it was put 
off because a German-supplied 
ink to be stamped on the hands of 


voters to prevent multiple voting 
proved ineffective. 

Kurdish scientists substituted a 
chemical for the supposedly inde- 
lible ink. 

“This is a historic day for the 
Kurdish people,” declared Mas- 
soud Barzam, one of the two 
prominent Kurds running for the 
leadership as he cast his ballot in 
a primary school in this former 
mountain resort. 

Like everyone else, he dipped 
his index finger into a bottle filled 
with a transparent fluid that left a 
purple mark. 

A festival atmosphere pre- 
vailed across Kurdistan as 
businesses closed and people 
strolled down streets virtually 
free of traffic. 

People walked for hours or 
rode donkeys to vote in some 
rural areas. 

Election officials said the turn- 
out was very high. Counting 
would start as soon as polling 
booths closed at midnight and 
they hoped ot have a result by 
late on Wednesday. 

Neighbouring Turkey and Iran, 
each of whom has large Kurdish 
minorities, have criticised the 
elections as a destabilisnig step 
down the road to Kurdish inde- 
pendence. 

The Kurds, who make up ab- 
out 20 per cent of Iraq's 18 
million people, say they want to 
remain part of Iraq. 


Baker, other U.S. officers 
‘got conflict waivers on. Iraq’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
A U.S. congressman said on 
Monday that Secretary of State 
James Baker and 10 other 
cabinet-level officials had to get 
conflict of interest waivers in 1990 
to take part in policy decisions 
•bout Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Tbc U.S. administration admit- 
ted that such a waiver was made 
but stud it was routine and issued 
only so that President George 
Bush could seek help from his 
advisers, some of whom held 
financial interests in potentially 
affected industries. 

Representative Hdnry Gon- 
zalez, a Democrat and chairman 
of the House Banking Commit- 
tee, released an Aug. 8 , 1990, 
memo to Robert Ktmmitt, then 
the undersecretary of state for 
political affairs and now the U.S. 
ambassador to Germany. 

“Amy Schwartz of Boyden’s 
office informed me that the presi- 
dent signed a waiver this after- 
noon for 11 cabinet officers, in- 
cluding Secretary Baker, that au- 
thorised them to participate in 
‘current U.S. policymaking dis- 
cussions, and action m response 
to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait*,” 
the unsigned memo said: 

Mr. Boyden referred to White 
House counsel C. Boyden Gray. 
The memo was written six days 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait and did 
not identify the others who got 
w aiv e rs . 


Mr. Gonzalez asked Mr. Bush 
to identify the others and to 
explain what the conflicts of in- 
terest were. 

The White House released a 
copy of an Aug. 8 , 1990, letter 
Mr. Bush wrote to then-Attorney 
General Richard Thornburgh 
telling him the conflict of interest 
waiver was needed because “As 1 
confront the demanding chokes 
ahead, it is essential that I be able 
to call freely upon my advisers for 
counsel and assistance.” 

He identified those covered by 
the waiver as: 

Mr. Baker, Mr. Thornburgh, 
Mr. _ Gray, National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft, Mr. 
Scowcroft’s deputy of the time, 
Robert Gates, then-Chief of Staff 
John Stmrnro, then-CIA director 
William Webster, then- 
Commerce Secretary Robert 
Mosbacher, Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, Energy Secretary 
James Walking, and Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady. 

But Mr. Gonzalez released a 
document showing that the White 
House was so intent on keeping 
the waivers secret that it did not 
even make a copy available to 
Mr. Baker. 

Mr. Gonzalez has charged that 
the administration’s policy to- 
wards Iraq encouraged the inva- 
sion of Kuwait. He plans to hold 
a bearing on the subject later this 
week. 
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‘'Collaboration ’ trials unroll, 
but relatives still desperate 


KUWAIT (AP) — A knot of 
women gather just about every 
day outside the state security 
court, scanning the list of ac- 
cused collaborators coming up 
for trial for the names of bus- 
bands, sons or brothers. 

The women say more than 
100 Palestinians, Iraqis, Jorda- 
nians and others arrested just 
after liberation in February 
1991 have disappeared. 

The men are generally be- 
lieved dead, but the women 
hope they will appear during 
the second round of trials that 
began April 11, one of the few 
reminders of the seven-month 
Iraqi occupation as Kuwait 
finds itself again. 

The relatives fear being 
forced out of Kuwait by the 
May 31 deadline for temporary 
residence permit holders with- 
out knowing the fate of loved 


wrote in a recent petition to 
the emir, who promised to 
help. 

The first trials were staged 
within weeks of liberation, and 
in the witch-hunt for “collabor- 
ators" there was widespread cri- 
ticism that human rights were 
trampled in the stampede re- 
venge. 

A year later the hysteria has 
gone. 

Kuwaitis seem to have lost 
interest. Newspaper reports of 
the trials are usually relegated 
to inside pages. The state-run 
radio and television networks 


ignore them altogther. 

Lawyers and international 
human rights organisations say 
this romid of trials for some 
100 defendants is fairer, 
although they still see prob- 
lems. 

Judges spend hours grilling 
investigating officers and other 
witnesses in court, and unlike 
before, defendants can appeal 
their sentences. 

The state security court also 
has a new president. Judge 
Sal ah AJ Fahd, who has gained 
a reputation in his 23 years on 
the bench as a tough but fair 
man. He was appointed last 
year. 

Judge Fahd, whose family 
played a leading role in the 
residence, told Kuwaiti news- 
papers to stop branding the 
defendants as “collaborators" 
in print until they were proved 
guilty. 


them is innocent, we'd rather 
acquit all of them to make sure 
that the innocent one is acquit- 
ted," he said in an interview. 

Judge Fahd stressed that the 
court was independent, and 
has oredered an investigation 
of jail beatings. 

Lawyers say the mass exodus 
of Palestinians and other non- 
Kuwaitis, many expelled for 
supposedly supporting Iraq, 
has made it difficult to find 
many defence witnesses. 

Forty defendants have 
appeared in the current round 
of trials so far. In the two cases 
that have been concluded both 
defendants were found inno- 
cent. 


Defendants still accuse their 
Kuwaiti jailers of beating con- 
fessions out of them, and a 
number of law enforcement 
officials appear to be using the 
trials to settle family scores. 

In one of the new cases, 
lawyers said a Kuwaiti police 
officer had bis Jordanian wife 
arrested on collaboration 
charges in January after she 
demanded $262,000 of her own 
money he was holding. 

The lawyers want some form 
of retroactive appeal proce- 
dure for the cases tried last 
year under martial law regula- 
tions. 

Martial law ended June 30, 
1991, but some lawyers have 
yet to obtain written judge- 
ments. 

In those trials, 29 people 
sentenced to death, although 
these were commuted to life 
imprisonment by Crown Prince 
Saad Abdullah A1 Sabah, the 
martial law governor. 

Another 164 people were 
jailed for terms of up to 25 
years. Thirty-five were 
aquitted. 

Lawyer Najib AJ Woqayan 
hopes the Lebanese govern- 
ment will appeal for the release 
of its national Fatima Ramiz 
Tafia, 26, sentenced to life 
imprisonment after her 
estranged father-in-law 
claimed she betrayed her 
Kuwaiti husband for running 
guns to the resistance. The 
Iraqis executed him. 

'There was absolutely no 
proof that she (fid it,' Mr. 
Wuqayan said. 'That ruling 
was issued when the Kuwaiti 
judges' blood was boiling .... 
they were lousy judgments.” 


ones. 

“Our husbands, our sons 
and our brothers were taken to 
unknown places in Kuwait and 
we'd like your help to bring 
them back ... please release 
them and we will leave," they 


“If we as judges are looking 
into the cases of 100 defen- 
dants knowing that one of 


Libya says 
Hurd offer 
is positive 

CAIRO (R() — A Libyan envoy 
has described as “positive" Bri- 
tain's vow to guarantee a fair trial 
to two Libyans accused of blow- 
ing up a Pan Am airliner in 1988. 

Arab League delegate Ali A1 
Treiki told reporters he was 
briefed by Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and top pres- 
idential adviser Osama Baz on 
British Foreign Secretory Doug- 
las Hurd’s fleeting visit to Cairo 
on Sunday. 

“This statement is positive and 
we hope ongoing contacts be- 
tween Egypt and other pities will 
reach a solution." Mr. Treiki said 
in response to Mr. Hurd's state- 
ment that Britain would guaran- 
tee a fair trial for the two defen- 
dants. 

“The issue is complicated but 
there is no problem without a 
solution,” he added. 

The two Libyans are accused of 
bombing a Pan Am airliner over 
the Scottish town of Lockerbie, 
killing 270 people. 

Mr. Hurd said on Sunday that 
Libya had offered documents de- 
tailing its support for the guerrilla 
Irish Republican Army in an 
attempt to meet Western de- 
mands to abandon terrorism. 

But he added that Libya must 
still meet Western demands, en- 
dorsed by the United Nations 
Security Council, that it surren- 
der for trial in Britain or the 
United States the two suspects. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said in remarks pub- 
lished on Sunday that he had 
nothing against the two men 
going on trial in any court if they 
so chose. 

The Security Council imposed 
sanctions including an air embar- 
go on Libya a month ago because 
it failed to hand over the two men 
by the April IS deadline. 

The council also ordered Libya 
to show by “concrete actions” 
that it had abandoned all involve- 
ment in terrorism. 


‘Friendly fire’ verdict 
sparks calls for inquiry 


LONDON (R) — A jury’s ver- 
dict that nine British soldiers shot 
dead by U.S. pilots in the Gulf 
war were victims of “unlawful 
killing'' brought calls on Tuesday 
for a U.S. public inquiry. 

An inquest jury delivered a 
surprise verdict on Monday that 
die soldiers were not killed 
accidentally in the heat of combat 
but died as a result of errors by 
the U.S. pilots who attacked their 
armoured vehicles. 

The U.S. Air Force declined 
detailed comment on the verdict, 
but said in a Washington state- 
ment the killings were acriden- 
tial. 

“It is obvious that a terrible 
accident occurred in the fog of war 
on the battlefied and that ques- 
tions raised in this inquest and in 
other forums may simply never 
be resolved,” it said. 

Britain’s opposition Labour 
Party called for a government 
statement in parliament later on 
Tuesday about any further steps 
to be token in the case. 

Labour defence spokesman 
Martin O'Neill said investigations 
should be restarted. 

“The government must press 
the United States authorities to 
reopen the inquiry in the light of 
the inquest’s decision," he said. 

The inquest jury said in a state- 
ment in believed the deaths were 
not merely an accident in the 
confusion of war but “there were 
dear errors and a failure to 
observe recognised procedures 
before engaging the enemy." 

Mr.. O’Neill said the verdict 
implied a “degree of reckless- 
ness” in the U.S. action going 
beyond human error. 

Bereaved families, who have 
accused U.S. and British author- 
ities of a cover-up, were jubilant 
at the verdict but railed for furth- 
er inquiries to discover how the 


pilots came to fire on their own 
side by mistake. 

U.S. and British forces were 
allies in a U.S.-led international 
coalition pushed Iraq out of 
Kuwait early last year. 

“We still want to know why, 
why these pilots opened fire .... 
'die deep question is still why," 
said Ann Leach, whose 20-year- 
old son Kevin died in the so-' 
called “friendly fire” incident. 

The families* lawyer said the 
pilots should be brought to trial. 

U.S. and British defence au- 
thorities' inquiries so far have 
failed to agree on details of the 
shooting and confusion remains 
over the role of air traffic control- 
lers guiding the pilots. 

Declining immediate com- 
ment, the U.S. Air Force state- 
ment said: “We have not oppor- 
tunity to consider the jury’s ver- 
dict cr what we understand are its 
detailed findings and recom- 
mendations. 

“We expert to received these 
materials shortly, therefore it 
would be inappropriate to com- 
ment any timber on any specifics 
on this rase at this time." 

The verdict brought some com- 
fort for families who campaigned 
unsuccessfully for the pilots to 
travel to Britain to give evidence 
at the inquest. 

But legal experts said it was 
unlikely to result in a criminal 
trial because the deaths happened 
outride the jurisdiction of British 
courts. 

The jury was accused in some 
quarters of delivering a sympathy 
verdict for the families that only 
prolonged the suffering of the 
U.S. pilots and their relatives. 

The Daily Telegraph newspap- 
er called the verdict “harsh" and 
said the matter should now be 
closed. 



SHEIKH VISITS ISRAEL: Sheikh Ishaq Avraham Shapira as Israeli Interior Minister 
Sakhouta, a Saudi-Arabian-backed Islamic Uieolo- Ary eh Deri looks on- The sheikh was on a visit to 
gian, shakes hands with Ashekenazi Chief Rabbi Israel saying it was aimed at helping bring peace 

through dialogue with Jewish leaders 


Police 
rearrest 
Iranians 
cleared of 
drug charge 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysian police on Tuesday 
rearrested three Iranians as they 
left court after being acquitted on 
a drug trafficking charge punish- 
able by death. 

Anti-narcorks officers arrested 
the Iranians as they were led out 
of the crowded courthouse by 
their lawyer after an apparently 
futile attempt to get the Iranian 
embassy to intervene. 

Sahrab Nariman, 30, Mehran 
Mahmud, 29. and Mohammad 
Sharif Karimpour, 31. were rear- 
rested under a taw which allows 
authorities to detain them for 60 
days. 

A decision will then be made 
on whether to free them or hold 
them for two years without trial 
at a penal island. 

Malaysian police have in the 
past rearrested traffickers acquit- 
ted by the courts. But lawyer 
Karpal Singh, an expert on drug 
Cases, said this was the first time 
foreigners acquitted of drug 
charges had been rearrested. 

Under Malaysia's tough drug 
laws, capital punishment is auto- 
matic for anyone convicted by a 
court of trafficking in more than 
15 grammes of heroin or mor- 
phine or 200 grammes of canna- 
bis. 

The Iranians were arrested last 
July and 105.22 grammes of mor- 
phine was allegedly found on 
them. 

High Court Judge Mokhtar 
Abdullah acquitted the Iranians 
because of serious contradictions 
in tiie testimonies of the prosecu- 
tion witnesses. 

“You should consider yourself 
very lucky," Judge Mokhtar told 
the three men as they stood hand- 
cuffed in the dock. “Police under- 
cover operations showed you 
were involved in some form of 
illegal sale of drugs. 

“Unfortunately, the prosecu- 
tion’s case was marred by poor 
follow-up action by the police. 
You are entitled to the benefit of 
a doubt, but if you continue... 
you might not be lucky the next 
time around.” 

The three smiled and kissed 
each other and some friends in 
the gallery after they were freed. 
When they stepped out of the 
courtroom, police tried to hand- 
cuff them. 

Mr. Singh told investigating 
officer Saliman Kassim that 
police had no authority to arrest 
anyone in the courthouse. He left 
to ask Iranian embassy officials to 
intervene. 


Five Moroccan parties 
form opposition front 

RABAT (R) — - Five Moroccan to be reelected this year after 
opposition parties announced on eight years in office. 

Tuesday they had joined together Four opposition groups share 
in a new bloc called the Democra- 85 seats between them in the 
tic Front ahead of general elec- chamber of representatives where 
tions slated for this year. four pro-government parties have 

The five parties said in a state- a majority of 215. 
ment the Democratic Front was a King Hassan has said “free and 
“general framework for the coor- honest elections" will be held this 
dinarion of their positions and the year, beginning with, rural and 
unification of their efforts in their municipal assemblies and finally a 
unitary struggle for the achieve- general election for a new parlia- 
ment of their common objec- ment which under the constitu- 
tives.” tion should be in place by mid- 

They said their leaders signed a October, 
national charter on Sunday which In a separate development, 

would be made public soon. Morocco refused to authorise 
The front is composed of the political activity by the Party of 
Nationalist Istiqlal Party, the National Renewal, a new group 
Socialist Union of People's with Muslim fundamentalist lean- 
Foroes fUSFP), the National Un- ings. a party spokesman said, 
ion of People's Forces (UNFP). The spokesman said the a li- 
the Communist Party of Progress thorities rejected the party's ap- 
and Socialism (PPS), and the plication to operate on the 
Organisation for Democratic and grounds that its aims were incom- 
Popular Action (OADP). patible with a 1958 law governing 

Diplomats said the front was a associations, 
tactical union between opposition The more radical Muslim fun- 
groups which are rivals but are damentolist movement, AI Adi 
agreed on the need for radical wai Ihsan (Justice and Virtue), 
changes in electoral laws and. the. has been' banned Since January 
constitution. ' 1990 and its leader. Abdul Salam 

With the exception of the Yassine. has been under house 
UNFP. the parties are repre- arrest at his home in sale near 
sented in parliament which is due Rabat since December 1989. 


Polisario leader vows 


to respect Sahara truce 


PARIS (R) — The leader of the 
Polisario Front guerrillas pledged 
on Tuesday to respect a ceasefire 
with Morocco to allow a U.N.- 
sponsored referendum on the fu- 
ture of the Western Sahara. 

Mohammad Abdul Aziz, 
whose guerrillas are fighting for 
the independence of the territory, 
told Reuters: “We will go all the 
way for peace, for a referendum 
organised and controlled by the 
United Nations. 

“We must do everything to 
encourage the U.N. to implement 
its plan. Therefore there will be 
no fighting," be said, fresh from 
talks with American and U.N. 
officials. 

A U.N. peace plan for the 
former Spanish colony, ruled by 
Morocco since Spain, withdrew in 
1975, envisaged a referendum 
early this year. 

But implementation was stalled 
by a dispute over the electorate, 
with Rabat pressing to expand 
the franchise to include people of 
Saharan origin long resident in 
Morocco. 

The U.N. accord railed for the 
franchise to be ' restricted to 
Saharans registered in a 1974 
Spanish census. U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has set an 
end-of-May deadline for agree- 
ment on the dispute. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz, who is also 


president of the self-styled Sahar- 
an Arab democratic republic, rec- 
ognised by 76 states, said the 
U.N. Security Council would 
convene in late May or early June 
to try to relaunch the peace pro- 
cess. 

He said the U.N. peace plan 
was the Polisario’s “sole achieve- 
ment in 17 years of war with 
Morocco." 

Mr. Abdul Aziz said he had 
asked to meet representatives of 
the French foreign ministry and 
presidency and was awaiting their 
response. 

The foreign ministry, apparent- 
ly anxious to avoid offending 
Morocco, said Mr. Abdul Aziz’s 
visit was private, as were any 
talks he might have in France. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz was later 
quoted by the newspaper Le 
Monde as saying he was willing to 
compromise with Morocco on tiie 
size of the electorate for the 
referendum.. 

He declined to give details, 
saying the Polisario would negoti- 
ate with Morocco under U.N. 
auspices. But be said there may 
have been a margin of error of up 
to 10 per cent in the 1974 Spanish 
census which registered 74 XXX) 
residents. 

The U.N. Security Council set 
the Spanish figures as the yard- 
stick for defining the. electorate. 


U.S. rejected Iraqi pre-war 
loan-repayment proposal 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
;repeatedl 5 


United States: 


ly rejected 
more than, 
billion owed before the Gulf 
war because officials considered 
it a play to undermine U.N; 
sanctions, confidential docu- 
ments show. 

Officials did not publidy reveal 
foe Iraqi offers, winch came amid 
intense administration lobbying 
for international sanctions against 
Iraq and for an allied force to 
confront it 

The first offer, according to 
documents obtained by the 
Associated Press, came on Sept. 
17, 1990, as U.S. troops were 
massing in Saudi Arabia in re- 
sponse to Iraq's invasion of 
neighbouring Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

A note to the U.S. embassy in 
Baghdad from the Foreign Minis- 
try sai d the Xracji government 


a cable to the U.$. : embassy in 
Rome. ’ 

His Oct. 2 cable 

comparing notes with ‘the' _ 

government, which had received 
a similar offer. Italy at the time 
held the rotating chairmanship of 
the EC, and Mr. . Eaglebur^ ■ 
asked that the 12-nation organisa- 
tion withhold any response Ito ; 
Iraq until consulting with the 
United States. 


Mr. 


all, Iraq owed 
iut $2.5 


'expresses its full readiness to 
pay off its debts ... immediately 
ana regularly." It asked the Un- 
ited States to send an envoy “to 
discuss the method of payment of 
these debts." 

A State Department official 
said the Iraqis made several sub- 
sequent overtures to foe United 
States and to members of the 
European Community (EC) in 
the months leading up to the Jan. 
16 start of the allied air war 
against Iraq. 

“They came to us with one 
thing after another," said the 
official, describing several debt 
repayment proposals. He com- 
mented only on condition of 
anonymity. 

Initially, the United States was 
not sure what to make of it all. 

“It is hardly conceivable to us 
that foe Iraqis intend to use their 
limited foreign exchange to make 

S ayments on debt to foe United 
fates,” wrote 
of State Lawrence 


noted that, in 
United States 
about $2.5 billion, of which 
almost $2 -billioo was for U.S.- 
guaranteed loans for foe export 
of American farm products to 
Iraq. The U.S. government has 
since had to make good on those 
loans. 

Mr. Eagleburger, a veteras di- 
plomat. surmised that Iraq was 
using the repayment offer as 
“a ploy to promote some other 
objective" — possibly to draw the 
United States into discussions 
that would ease foe international 
isolation imposed by punitive 
U.N. sanctions. 


He said that although the Un- 
ited States did not want to ignore* . 
the offer and be seen as waiving 
its claim to the money, it also did 
not want to accept foe offer and 


be seen as softening its demand 
iqi withdrawal from 


tin 


for a total Iraqi 
Kuwait. 

In foe end, the United States 
and the EC all rejected foe offers, 
said foe State Department official 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

In a related development, the 
chair man of the House Banking 
Committee asked the administra- 
tion Monday for information re- 
garding foe role of Mr. Eariebnr- 
ger’s boss — Secretary of State 
James Baker — in making policy 
towards Iraq. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab children maimed by Israeli mortar 


TEL AVIV (AP) 
abandoned Israeli 
cemetery in the 
doctors said. One 


— Two Arab children were maimed when an 




seriously injured and two more were tij 
said that the army at first 


abandoned mortar to use against 1 


idy injured. The sources 
Sami of preparing foe 
as part of foe uprising but 


they were wow satisfied he was cmiy playing with the device. The 
bomb exploded when it was being rolled inside an old tire. 


King Fahd to pay for CIS pilgrims 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia's King Fahd says he will foot foe 

Commonwealth of 



saying the king would cover the pilgrims’ expenses from his own 
funds “in appreciation of their situation." He said foe first group of 
pilgrims from Russia and foe Central Asian republics would arrive 
on Sunday in foe southern port of Jeddah, near Mecca where the 
annual pUgrimage will be held next month. SPA, received in 
Cyprus, did not say how many pilgrims would be in the first batch. 
There are about 50 million Muslims in the CIS. 


Saudi prince pays Egyptian’s medical fees 


CAIRO (R) — Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to Washington 'is 
paying for an Egyptian woman to have a brain tumour operation in 
the United States after reading about hex in Al Abram newspaper. 
Tbe.senn-offidal Egyptian daily,' which publishes an international 
edition in the Unitea States, reported on Monday that Prince 
Bandar Ben Sultan had sent air tickets to the woman and her 
husband, an impoverished former international soccer player. He 
had also promised to arrange and pay for the woman’s operation. 


Greek premier visits Israel 


•*. 




-y 

ct*; 

" 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Greek Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis 
discussed peace issues in Israel and in Cyprus with Israeli leaders 
on Monday, foe first day of foe first visit of any Greek prime 
minister to Israel. Israel and Greece raised their ties to fulli -■■ 
ambassadorial level last year. Israeli Foreign Munster David Levy#.: * 
said that closer Greco-Israeli cooperation would help alleviate ^ I: - 
Isra eli -Arab tensions and Greoo-Turkish tensions over the Cyprus 
issue, after meeting with Mr. Mitsotakis. Mr. Nfitsotatakis and 
rrime Minister Yitzhak Shamir signed cooperative agreements in 
the areas of economy, technology and culture. Tourism, health and 
agriculture agreements have been signed since the establishment of 
niU ties last year. Mr. Mitsotakis, who arrived with his wife Marika 
and a large economic delegation, was received by Mr. Shamir and 

SJ—L^ ard i n » front of ** kraeU parliament. Mr/. 
Shamir said talks with Mr. Mitsotakis were “intimate, friendly and 
personal. The Greek prime minister is in Israel for two days. On 
Tuesday he was scheduled to meet Israel Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens. 


- *9 “ ; 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of N uiT t fa Church Swdfkb, 
Td. 810740 

AaraUlcs of Cod Chun*, Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Chun* Tel. 624590. 
Chan* of (be Anmmdadcn Tel. 
637440. 

Ot b Safe Church Tel. 661757 


Temsrata Chore* Tel: 622366 
Church of the A nnoriH as Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Own* Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Amsba CathoSc Cbordi Td. 

771331. 

Amedeo Orthodox Chore* Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

AfflUS hlw mlliiiMl rfa u rf. Td. 

685326. 

EratAal luttims Chuth Td: 

811295. 

The Chun* of Jem Christ of Latter- 
Day Saba Td. 823824. 654932. 
Chon* of (he Nezanoe Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bidklin supplied by the Depar tmen t af 
Meteorology. 

Another rise in temperatures win 
lake place and winds win be light and 
variable. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly ffCsh and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 11 /2S 

Aqaba 18 01 

Oescm 10/27 

Jordan Valley 16 / 30 



Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 22. Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 37 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Add Dabdoub 612177 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 849362 

Dr. Wad Kharubil 665917 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Taiwan 783708 

Fires pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascota pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ... 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Abdul Hamccd Sflbahccn .... (— ) 
AlSharaa* pharmacy (2758251 

ZABQA: 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussdn (— ) 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civti Defence Dqnrtincnl 661 II I 

CMI Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emer ge ncy 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 HI. 637777 

FircBri&de 891228 


Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Pubhc Security Department 

Hotel Complaints 

....843402 

...896390 
...... 630321 

...605800 

Price Complains 

Water and Sewerage 

....661 176 
.... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

.... 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calk 

121 

...010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Tdcvision 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Qcctriaty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khalicfi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilcfa Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malha&.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sfamdsani 664171/4 

Shmckani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AFMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The lahinic, AbdaB 666127/37 

Al-AhH.AbdaG 664164/6 

Italian. Af-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashntfich 775111/26 

Army, Maria .. 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 60224060 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZASQA: 

2anp Govt. Hospital 109)963323 

Zara National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikaa Modem Hospital (09)990990 

BBHfc 

Princess Basra Hospital „ (02)275555 

Greek CathoSc Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al NafccsHocprtal (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess HayaHospiol (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information n sappBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at (be Ouccn A Bn International 
Ahport Td. (08)533006. where it 
shook! always be verified 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

IMI Damascus (RJ 

*** Dhata»n(RJ 

lw * — Laraaca (RJ. 

IfcSS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1WB Istanbul (RJ) 

18M .... NcwYoriuAmsttrdam(RJ) 

Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

l%tt ..... Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

19:15 London. Brussels (RJ) 

IMS Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

»*« Jeddah (RJ) 


22*5 Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

*W» Karachi (PK) 

*** Cario(MSl 

11*38 - Jeddah (SU) 

Sanaa (IY) 

2 M 0 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

2M5 Damascus (PK) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Thais, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

13:15 — London (RJ) 

1539 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

2M5 - Aqaba (RJ) 

29*39 Colombo (RJ) 

2939 Jeddah (RJ) 

H--W New Delhi (RJ) 

21:19 Ri)ladh(Rl) 

21:39 — Abu Dubai. Dubai (RJ) 

23*6 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

239* Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Damascus (PK) 

99:15 Beirut (ME) 




*1:25 - - Cbiro (MS) 

J* 3 ® - Sanaa (IY) 

*** Jeddah (SU) 

21*5 . — Karachi (PK) 


Uppccflowcr price in Os per kg. 

Apple (red) 700/600 

Banana 300/450 

Banana (Mukanmnr) 550/ 500 

- 300 / 250 

Broad beans _ 3W250 

«... -70/30 

Carrot 200/150 

Cauliflower 28V 200 

.Qmmhciaflarto) 80/40 

Cucumbers (small) 150/100 

150/80 

Garlic (green) 400 / 300 

Lemon ;. ; 590 / 420 

Marrow (huge) 100/50 

Marrow (smalt) 170/120 

O'** (dry) 140/80 

Onion (green) 150/100 

Q™*** 380 / 250 

£“* 400/300 

Feppcrflwt) 220/170 

^pjwCnw el) 220/170 

Po*a» _ 260 / 200 

Radish ; 15V ]Q0 

Sage — 600/500 

Tomato 270/180 



•tr* 
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i Thc “whtafly” 


Agricultural centre holds 
pest management seminar 
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AMMAN — The National Cen- 
tre for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer (IN- 
CARTT) ■ has just concluded a 
highly successful seminar at its 
Baqaa headquarters. 

The 65 participants included 
staff from the agricultural exten- 
sion services serving in the agri- 
cultural' departments of central 
Jordan and the Jordan Valley 
region who focused their atten- 
' tion in particular on the so-called 
' “whitefly.” 

The seminar addressed the 
very serious problem of recent 
outbreaks by. the yellow leave 
curl virus, which led to devastat- 
ing tomato crop failures over the 
last two yean, both in the Jordan 
Valley and the highlands. The 
virus is transmitted to tomatoes 
by the whitefly, which transmits 
the disease during feeding. Since 
tomatoes are Jordan's number 
one vegetable crop, the disease 
caused by these pests has led to 
tremendous financial losses. 

Integrated pest management 
research at NCARTTs focused 
on methods of keeping the 
whitefly away from crop plants 
during the period of greatest sus- 
ceptibility and on testing several 
new tomato varieties tolerant to 
the disease. This work has led to 
immediately applicable solutions. 


which were communicated to the 
seminar attendants. They, in 
turn, will make recommendations 
to die vegetable growers m their 
districts. The highlights of the 
findings concern the virus-free 
production of seedlings in port- 
able plastic bouses, the steam 
sterilisation of greenhouse soils 
with a portable, home-made ster- 
iliser, and the utilisation of fine-/ 
mesh gauze tunnels for the cul- 
tivation of tomatoes in the field, 
after transplanting. Preliminary 
findings with several disease- 
tolerant varieties showed promis- 
ing results. 

In addition to the research 
topics, legislation governing 
seedling production in Jordan 
was also discussed. 

The formal presentations were 
followed by a fruitful question- 
and-answer session, which 
touched on many aspects of this 
problem. 

The seminar will be repeated in 
Irbid on May 23 and in Rabba on 
May 27, for the extension agents 
of the northern and southern 
districts and finally on Jane 1 in 
Baqaa for representatives from 
the private sector. This series of 
seminars is partially funded by 
USAID through the National 
Agricultural Development Pro- 
ject- 


Premier calls for 
utilisation of expertise 


*7K* : 

T.; . - -<< • i 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Minister Sharif Zefd Ben 
er Tuesday requested govern- 
ment departments and public 
institutions to utilise the tech- 
nical and scientific expertise 
available at the National Re- 
mote Sensing Centre upon car- 
ryymg out projects in the fields 
of aerial photography, air 
maps, field surveys and other 
maps. 

In a circular issued recently, 
the prime minister- called for 


forging closer cooperation be^ 
tween such departments and 
tire centre, which has been 
established at the Royal Jorda- 
nian Geographic Centre. 

He noted that national com- 
mittee, grouping representa- 
tives of some ministries, was 
formed to look into means of 
utilising the centre for scien- 
tific research and for carrying 
out national dmonstration pro- 
jects at the various ministries 
and departments. 
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IN GRATITUDE 

Fouad and Abla, family and friends of Louai F. 
Sayegh would like to thank Rula C. Nab eel for the 
beautiful piano recital she gave last Saturday in 
memory of LouaL 

Rula, who Is a gifted young pianist, used her extraor- 
dinary talent In making the evening a special one 
indeed. Through her sweet and tender manipulations 
and lively recreations, she made ft possible for us to 
transcend space and boundary and come closer to a 
spiritual plane In which our loved ones will forever 
linger 

Many thanks are also extended to all people who 
attended this memorial recital 
Louai will always be remembered among family and 
friends for he will forever dwell In this earth, in the 
wind. In the trees, in our hearts and souls, at the 
beginning of all and at the Infinity of time. He is a part 
of God and God Is all. 


a.- 


In the third memorial of Louai F. 


m* 




LOUAI 

Forever he shall live in the early morning mist embrac- 
ing the sun 

In the beauty of each sunrise and each sunset 
In the laughter of the winds dancing through the leaves 
H Forever he shall be In the melodies of the birds In the 
rebirth of each flower and tree engraved upon each 
particle of sand 

Forever he shall exist at the crests of the mountains 
beholding the heavens above at the fury of the waves 
j tumbling down and rising yet again and again at the 
{beginning of all and at the infinity of time. 

For he fe a part at God and God b a part of al 
Cousin Abcer JatNtfi Paris i 


The American Center for Oriental 
Research (ACOR) and the family of the late 

Dr. Kenneth Russell 

would like to express their thanks . 
to everyone for their condolences following 
the death of 

Dr. Kenneth Wayne RusselL 


Moscow official, speaker of Parliament 
discuss Jewish emigration from Russia 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Russian 
government in. Moscow “does not 
exercise any pressure on the Jews 
of Russia to emigrate and Mos- 
cow considers the dty of Jeru- 
salem as holy to the Muslims as to 
the other religions with common 
spiritual beliefs,” according to 
the head of a visiting Russian 
parliamentary team. 

Vladimir Philipovich, who 
spoke at a meeting with the 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 


said that the question of Russian 
Jews emigrating to Palestine was' 
discussed with the speaker of the 
Upper House Monday when the 
Russian parliamentarians ex- 
pressed the same view, noting 
that the Jewish emigration is a 
complicated issue. 

He said that Russia was in- 
terested in promoting cultural ties 
with Jordan and strengthening 
bilateral parliamentary relations. 

Dr. Arabiyat voiced Jordan's 
concern over the continued Rus- 
sian Jewish emigration to occu- 


pied Palestine, noting that Israel 
was employing it “for the sake of 
perpetuating its aggression in the 
Arab region.” 

The two sides discussed par- 
liamentary and democratic mea- 
sures in Jordan and agreed to 
form a committee to draft a joint 
statement summing up outcome 
of parliamentary meetings. 

Several House members, along 
with the Russian ambassador to 
Jordan, attended the meeting at 
the House of Parliament. 


Repair on Gardens Street to be 
completed in August, mayor says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The restora- 
tion and repair project going on 
at Wasfi Al Tall Street (Gardens 
Street) in western Amman will be 
completed by early August, 
according to an announcement by 
Amman Mayor Mohammad Al 
Bashir. 

Mr. Bashir made the statement 
to a group of merchants and 
owners of businesses and stores 
on that street who had been 
airing their complaints and grie- 
vances to the press and protesting 


to the municipality over the pro- 
longed period of repair work on 
the street. 

The merchants had formed a 
committee to follow-up the mat- 
ter with the mayor and the muni- 
cipal council and had threatened 
to stage a strike and to block the 
road in protest against the muni- 
cipality's plans to close the street 
for repair in the summer time. 

The committee told the Jordan 
Times that the merchants stood 
to sustain heavy losses because of 


the closure of the street for the 
long summer season when the 
busines is usually lucrative. 

The committee is demanding 
that more efforts be exerted by 
the municipal council by involv- 
ing more workers and encourag- 
ing the contractors to speed up 
the construction and repair work 
and finish as soon as possible, 
thereby minimising losses. 

The committee said it briefed 
the mayor on their views and 
presented their demands. 


Ministry of Education receives school 
buildings from phosphate company officials 


AL WADI AL ABIAD (Petra) 
— The Ministry of Education 
Tuesday received school build- 
ings set up at Wadi Al Abiad and 
Al Suhaneh areas in the Karak 
Govemorate by the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC) at 
a ceremony held on the she, 
attended by senior ministry and 
JPMC officials. 

JPMC Director General 
Thabet Al Taher said in an 
address at the ceremony that the 


company's move was part of its 
contributions towards socio- 
economic development of the 
southern regions of the Kingdom. 

JPMC, he said, will continue 
efforts towards involving resi- 
dents from the south in develop- 
ment projects engineered by the 
company and is ready to study the 
prospect of building a bousing 
estate for women teachers em- 
ployed by the Ministry of Educa- 


tion in the southern regions of 
Jordan. 

Education Director in Karak 
Abdul Qader Butusb voiced the 
ministry’s appreciation to JPMC, 
noting that the school buildings 
were needed to help the ministry 
cope with the growing need of 
schools required for the current 
expansion programme taking 
place in the framework of the 
general overhauling of the educa- 
tional system in the country. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhibitioD by Iraqi artist Al 

Bastard at the Housing Bank Gallery. 
Exhibition of , paintings.- , by. Jordanian 
artist Mohammad Abu Zreiq at Alia Art 
GaBerji • 

Exhibition of paintings by five Malaysian 
artists at the National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, Jabal Lnweibdeh. 

•fr Exhibition of paintings by Rida Hus Hus 
at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Plastic art HthlWtinn fry Mrfwmmari Rnlk 

and Munira Al Tnnisiyya at the Orthodox 
CXub. 

* Exhibiti on of ea^broidery and hand-made 


items at the Philadelphia Hotel lobby — ( 
8 a.m. - 11 p.m.). 

☆ Exhibition of painting* by Ali Taleb and 
Rafe* Nasiri at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation Gallery — ( 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.) 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

it Greek film entitled “To Rembetiko” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre — 8 p.m. 

LECTURE 

it Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Towards a 
New Concept of Culture” by Dr. Azmi 
Al Sayyed at the Cultural Centre of 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation — 
6-30 pjn. 


SPECIAL E1D TOUR TO CYPRUS 
FROM 9 TO 14 JUNE, 1992 

Price includes the following: 

1 . Accommodation at Sunhall Hotel on Lamaca beach (4 stars) with breakfast 

2. Full day tour to Paphos, lunch included 

3. Full day tour to Troodos Mountains, lunch included 

4. Transfers from and to Lamaca Airport 

Deadline for reservations: May 24, 1992 
For more information, please contact: 

RAMAJDA TOURS 

Tel.: 639050 Fax: 661041 

King Hussein Sir ’ z downtown, next to MEA Airways. 



JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB : 676 
TEL : 659859 


the american language center 

THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE CENTER 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
SUMMER. 1992 SESSION 
JUNE 20 — AUGUST £ 

Courses for Young People, Ages 12-17: 

Advanced Conversation 
Study Skills 
TOEFL Preparation 
Adult Courses: 

General English Skills Levels 1-6 
Intermediate TOEFL Preparation Levels 5-6 
Technical Writing Levels 6-7 
-Medical Engikh Levels 6-7 
Advanced TOEFL Preparation Level 7 
Advanced Conversation Level 7 
Business English Level 7 
Professional Communication Level 7 
Advanced Academic Study Skills Level 8 
Each course Is 80 contact hours. 

Please call 659-859 for times and fee structure. 

Placement Exams: 

New students should register for a placement exam time and date. 

May 21, May 28, May 30, June 3, June 18 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m; 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


Australian minister to told 
talks with J@rd 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Australian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Senator Gareth Evans is 
due here Thursday on a two-day 
visit to Jordan as part of a region- 
al tour. 

Mr. Evans will hold talks with 
senior Jordanian officials on 
promoting bilateral relations, the 
latest developments in the region 
and issues of common concern, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The minister, who visited the 
occupied Arab lands, will be 
accompanied by an official de- 
legation including his advisors 
and senior ministry offirials. 

While in the occupied territor- 
ies, Mr. Evans expressed his 
country's concern over Israel's 
settlement programmes in the 
Arab lands and its repressive 
policies against the Arab popula- 
tion. ^ 

Mr. Evans, who toured a num- 
ber of Palestinian refugee camps 
in the West Bank, held talks with 
the Israeli prime minister and 
foreign minister who “criticised 
Australia for its recent decision to 
resume a dialogue with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)." 

Asked to comment on Mr. 
Evans’ coming visit to Jordan, 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber said that the Kingdom warm- 
ly welcomes the foreign minister 


of a friendly nation to which 
Jordan is linked by traditional 
ties. 

His Majesty King Hussein has 
visited Australia and the visit was 
returned by several senior Au- 
stralian government leaders, he 
noted in a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Tues- 
day. 

“We will discuss with the Au- 
stralian minister bilateral rela- 
tions and matters related to the 
peace process in the Middle 
East." said Dr. Abu Jaber. 

Asked about the border dis- 
putes among Arab states and 
Jordan's position in that regard. 
Dr. Abu Jaber said, “Jordan 
regrets such disputes and hepes 
that reason and dialogue will be 
given a chance so that reconcilia- 
tion marked by a brotherly spirit 
can be reached and that good 
neighbourly relations will be 
maintained." 

Dr. Abu Jaber made the state- 
ment upton his return from the 
non-aligned countries' foreign 
ministers meeting in Indonesia 
where, he said, the conference 
adopted a number of resolutions 
related to the non-aligned move- 
ment and its future Vole in the 
international arena. 

The delegates also focused 
attention on world trade, the 
environment and regional issues 
like the Palestine problem and 
the conflict in Yugoslavia. Dr. 


Abu Jaber added. 

The Arab Foreign Ministers 
held a meeting along the sidelines 
of the conference and agreed to 
hold a separate meeting for the 
foreign ministers of Jordan. 
Lebanon. Syria and Palestine in 
Amman on June 3 to discuss the 
ongoing Middle East peace pro- 
cess. said the foreign minister. 

Commenting on the outcome 
of a meeting in Oriawa. Canada 
by the working group on refugees 
in the multilateral phase of the 
Middle East peace talks. Dr. Abu 
Jaber said that the multilateral 
talks as well as the bilateral talks 
are concerned with the refugees’ 
problem Apart from being a 
humanitarian subject, the Pales- 
tine refugees' problem has its 
political aspect as well, the minis- 
ter noted. 

His views backed those of the 
head of the Jordanian delegation 
to the Ottawa Parley. Dr. Jawad 
Al Anani, who said that the Arab 
delegations succeeded in trans- 
forming the whole topic from a 
humanitarian issue into a political 
subject. 

Dr. Anani. who returned to 
Amman Sunday, said that the 
Arab delegations to the meeting 
differed with the U.S. on whether 
the issue of the right of return 
should be discussed at the multi- 
lateral bilateralof the pence talks or 
at the bilatrai rounds. 


Nutritional survey results to be released 


By Cotima HadidJ 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The results of the 
first national survey on the 
nutritional status of Jordanian 
preschool children sinoe 1960 
are being released this month. 

The survey, which was a 
combined effort of the Minis- 
try of Health, the Department 
of Statistics and UNICEF, co- 
vered a sample of 8,004 chil- 
dren ranging in age from new- 
born to five years and repre- 
senting all soaal structures and 
govemorates in Jordan. 

The survey produced a 
wealth of data that created an 
overall picture of the nutrition- 
al status of Jordanian children, 
including all socio-economic, 
health, dietary, dinicaJ -and 
biochemical factors. 

" The results indicated that, 
despite the prevalence of some 
unfavourable socio-economic 
and dietary factors, few chil- 
dren actually suffered from 
malnutrition. Nutrition prob- 
lems and malnutrition were 
present mainly in the govemo- 
rates of Tafeelah, Mafraq and 
Ma’an. 

Few cases of protein, vita- 
min and iodine deficiencies 


were found, yet iron intake 
was lower than the recom- 
mended daily allowance 
(RDA) and visible signs of iron 
deficiency, anemia and the risk 
of anemia were found in a 
sector of the sample surveyed. 

Children's diets were found 
to be equal or higher than the 
recommended daily allowance 
in protein, vitamin A and B 
and relatively lower than the 
RDA in energy and vitamin C. 
The calories consumed by all 
age groups were almost 30 per 
cent less than the recom- 
mended daily allowances. 

While the majority of chil- 
dren were fed a balanced diet 
composed of a variety of all 
recommended food groups, 
some dietary practices"©? 
mothers led to health probeims 
among the children. For exam- 
ple, sugar consumption was 
found to be very high as it was 
added to milk, water, tea and 
juices from an early age. De- 
ntal caries and mottling of the 
enamel of the teeth were found 
to correlate with that practice. 
Almost fifty per cent of chil- 
dren were fed formula milk at 
one point or another, and 
twenty per cent of mothers 


used a diluted formula, which 
affects children's development, 
the survey said. Almost 30 per 
cent of mothers did not use 
boiled water for formula pre- 
paration, which can lead to 
diaiThoea among bo:tie-fed 
babies. Some children were 
given raw eggs regularly, which 
is considered a nutritional 
hazard. 

The survey included a num- 
ber of recommendations for 
further study addressing prob- 
lems that exist in Jordan such as 
congenital abnormality and 
low birth weight. The import- 
ance of providing iron supple- 
ments for children between six 
and 36 months was stressed as 
well as the need for health 
education programmes 
through health centres and 
other channels. Areas affected 
by malnutrition such as Maf- 
raq, Tafeelah and Ma'an also 
need special attention. 

Lana Sraj, coordinator of 
the survey, stressed the im- 
portance of updating the in- 
formation of the national sur- 
vey every five years to detect 
new problems and monitor im- 
provements on a national 
level. 


France, Jordan to hold conference on health 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-French Medical Asso- 
ciation (JFMA) is organising a 
seminar on the impact of econo- 
mic consequences on the health 
sector in Jordan on May 28 in 
Amman. 


An association statement said 
that the seminar, which will be 
opened by Health Minister Aref 
Al Bataineh, will be attended by 
several leading directors of hos- 
pitals and professors on health 
economics, as well as national 


health services institution officials 
in France, together with a num- 
ber of experts from the French 
health and social development 

ministries and Jordanian special- 
ists. 


Scholl 




Scholl FOOT CARE PRODUCTS 


You will find Scholl 
Products & Sandals 
in the Health Care 
Medical Care Fair, 
placed in Amman 
International Motor 
Show.A/rport mad, 
Wednesday dated 
on 20th May 1992 




• Foot Refresher Spray iLeaves 
the hot feet feeling cool & 
Fresh 

• Soothin g Foot Bath : to keep 
feet soft, smooth & fresh 

• Foot Powder : 

dries, cools and relieves hot 
tender feet. 


• Deodorant Foot Spray .- 
Protection against foot odour, and 
leaves Feet cool & Fresh. 

O Anti - Perspiram Foot S prayiProtection 
against perspiration & odour 
O Sneaker Treater : 

To destroy the bacteria and the fungi in 
shoe linings. 



The authorized agents: 

.Saymeh Trading ojL^iUclojLq 

Tel. 606707-60670S - Fax. 606708 - Amman 



Available in the following authorized pharmacies: 

♦ Down town: Ibn Sina, AL - Sabbagh - Yaeesh - Grand Arabian - International - Fakhoori 
BTabarbour; Suha Pharmacy. 
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Taxon arms, 
not on poor 

THE TUG-OF-WAR between the Arab Gulf states and 
the European Community over the proposal of the 
latter to impose a tax on imported oil in a bid to protect 
the Earth’s environment deserves a wider reflection by 
each and every country of the world. After all what is 
at stake is the future of our planet on which lives not 
only the oO producing countries and the industrial 
nations of the world but also the rest of humanity 
caught between the hammer and the anvil. 

It is a well-known fact that gas emissions produced 
by petroleum products are damag in g the Earth’s 
clima tic conditions at an alarming rate and unless aD 
nations of the world pool their efforts to rectify the 
situation there will not be much world left to heat or 
develop economically or industrially. In principle the 
initiative taken by the EC ministers at their recent 
joint meeting with their counterparts from the Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states to levy an immedi- 
ate tax of $3 on each barrel of oil imported from the oil 
producing countries, to be increased to $10 per barrel 
by the year 2000 is a wise and enlightened step in the 
right direction that offers great possibilities for reduc- 
ing the industrial threats to the world’s environment. 
The concern of the oil producing countries that such an 
excise tax would dampen import of their oil is well 
taken but such an anxiety is more than compensated 
for by tiie environmental considerations that would be 
served by such a bold policy. If there is anything 
wrong with this European perspective it is the fact that 
it does not go far enough by reaching out to other 
dimensions of the issue. For example, why not levy a t 
similar tax on industrial products especially weapons 
that they produce to arm the warring countries and 
peoples of the world in order to fill the coffers of an 
international environmental fund to be created for this 
purpose? And once such a fund is established and 
adequately funded, some of its revenues could be 
channelled to the poorer countries of the world which 
are called upon to curb their level of poQnting the 
Earth at a considerable cost to their economy and 
• industrial development. The developing countries are 
the most affected by decisions of the international 
community to do something meaningful about mother 
Earth and its environment before it is too late. Both 
the ofl producing countries and the industrial giants, 
which are the heaviest users of carbon oxides, should 
jointly and fairly pick the tab for such a venture and 
help out the needy countries that have the most to 
suffer from the strict application of the new interna- 
tional norms and standards on environmental control 
worldwide. 

The standoff between EC and GCC countries over 
the proposed tax requires a more enlightened 
approach that puts the protection of planet Earth from 
the polluting threats over all the other considerations 
including economic progress in both the developed and 
developing countries. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT newspaper Tuesday attacked Arab and Islamic states 
which, it said, have allowed the Iraqis to be starved and exposed 
to death and refrained from helping the Palestinians in their 
struggle, but are now claiming to be concerned about restoring 
the Dome of (he Rock in Jerusalem. Under Islamic law, Muslims 
are not allowed to fight or cause harm to one another, but the 
Arab and Muslim countries are allowing atrocities to be commit- 
ted against the Iraqis and the Palestinians, and are helping in the 
process, said the paper. It said that only the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people were appalled when their kinsmen were 
evicted from Kuwait, losing their livelihood and treated inhuman- 
ly, and only the Jordanian and the Palestinian people were 
angered at the continued starving of the innocent Muslims of Iraq. 
Those claiming they are concerned over the fate of the Dome of 
the Rock, to which rhey have so far contributed nothing, are the 
same people who are allowing the massacring of the Palestinians 
in the holy city of the Dome of the Rock, added the daily. It said 
true Muslims concerned about the fate of their kinsmen in Iraq, 
which is facing the consequences of the embargo, could not be the 
same people who allow such atrocities to happen to their brothers 
and sisters. It should be emphasised here that pressure imposed 
on the Jordanian and Palestinian people by the oil rich countries 
can never achieve any objective, the paper added. It said that 
Jordanian and Palestinian people take pride in their dignity and 
their honesty and they can resist any attempts to bypass them in 
matters related to the protection of (he holy places placed in their 
trust. It said that the Jordanian and Palestinians will continue to 
enhance their democracy and their national unity and will 
continue to confront all conspiracies directed at their holy places. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily commented on a U.S. proposal 
for charging the Arab oil rich countries $3 for each barrel of oil 
they produce under the pretext of financing research programmes 
to deal with the pollution caused by oil to the environment. The 
U.S. and its allies are now trying their hands at blackmail in order 
to steal the Arab money and to deprive the Arabs of their own 
wealth which should finance development projects, said Bader 
Abdul Haq. The S3 toll, to be imposed on the Arabs under the 
pretext of collecting money to finance research, is a rip-off, and 
an act that is regrettably being accepted by the Arab oil rich 
countries, he said. This is really a tax to be paid by the oil rich 
countries to the colonial powers as a condition to ensure 
continued protection, and is meant as a move to ensure continued 
U.S. control over the destiny of the Arab region, the writer said. 



Economic Forum By Dr. Abdalla MaBri 

Emulating unsuited terms won’t work 


Throughout its economic history Jordan used GNP as the main 
indicator of economic activity. Three years ago official reports 
and spokesmen started suddenly to use GDP as the basic 
economic barometer- This shift is not a formality or merely a 
procedural issue: it has to do with substance and we believe it was, 
and still is, misguided. 

GNP stands for gross national product, which denotes all goods 
and services produced in a given year by the national factors of 
production inside the country or abroad. The initials GDP refer to 
gross domestic product, that is goods. and services produced inside 
a country by all factors of production, irrespective of their 
nationality. 

Accordingly, for example, interest earned on the deposits kept 
abroad by the Central Bank of Jordan or any other Jordanians is 
part of our GNP but is excluded from our GDP. Wages earned by 
Egyptians or Sri Lankans working in Jordan are part of our GDP. 

Every year, the world produces a certain amount of goods and 
services. Our gross national product (GNP), therefore, measures 
what we own out of that amount while GDP refers to what was 
produced in Jordan out of it. 

As Jordanians, we are very clearly interested first and foremost 
in the amount we own because it is what determines our 


consumption, saving and investment potentials and ultimately 
determines our welfare. One can imagine a situation where GDP 
grows at a very healthy rate but such growth mil be meaningless if 
the totality or majority of die growth is scooped by expatriate 
factors of production such as non-Jordanian workers or the 
owners of direct and indirect foreign investments in Jordan. 

For international organisations supervising, in various capaci- 
ties, world economic affairs and viewing the world as a grand 
economic unit, and unity, what matters is the production potential 
of each plot of land (that is each country) on the globe, that is its 
GDP. From an accounting point of view, the GNP approach to 
the world production potential entails a pattern of overlapping 
among various countries which is both confusing, complicated 
-and, in global standards, meaningless as well. 

It is therefore no coincidence that we switched to the use of 
GDP instead of GNP when the International Monetary Fund 
arrived in Jordan three years ago with the economic adjustment 
programme it tailored for Jordan after the catastrophic devalua- 
tion of the Jordan dinar. The appearance of GDP in our literature 
and particularly in our official documents and announcements and 
the simultaneous proportional disappearance of GNP duly signal- 
led the triumphant march of the culture of IMF into Jordan and its 


grouting dominance. And this is not a formality. Concentration of 
attention and economic schemes on GDP and its growth means 
that if expatriate labour in Jordan swells to, say, one million I 
workers, our economic indicators wiH- not sound the alarm 
because the GDP indicator will be registering very satisfactory 
readings. 

And there is more to that. Jordan’s GNP is higher than its 
GDP, notwithstanding the fact that this gap narrowed over the 
past five years. However, the substitution of indigenous labour 
for foreign workers and the build up of Jordan's foreign exchange 
reserves will serve to broaden that gap again. Thus when certain 
crucial aggregates, such as the budget deficit, are worked out as a .■ 
proportion of GDP, the result is an overstated (that is, unrealis- 
tic) ratio which will be employed by the IMF or economic policy .' 
managers to recommend consequentially misguided policy mea- 
sures. 

The use of GDP as the dominant and decisive economic 
indicator is not scientifically warranted in the particular case 
Jordan. Part of the problems of developing countries stemmed 
from the arbitrary copying of die norms and models originally 
tailored for developed economies. 


Iran flexes its muscles 


By Nadim Jaber 

LONDON — Iran can only take 
heart from Arab Gulf states* 
apparent determination not to 
make an issue out of its exercise 
in muscle flexing last month on 
the island of A bn Musa. In the 
last week of Ramadan Iranian 
forces, whehave had a foothold on 
Abu Musa for two decades under 
a 1971 agreement, extended their 
control to the rest of the island, 
run by the emirate of Sharjah, by 
seizing its school, police station 
and desalination plant. The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAJE) quiet- 
ly complained to its Gun Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) partners 
that its resident nationals had 
been expelled. Subsequent re- 
ports suggested the expulsion was 
indirect; the Iranians deported 
the expatriate Arab and Iranian 
workers who run the eland's 
basic services, shutting down 
essential utilities and prompting 
many of the islanders of UAE 
nationality to leave for the main- 
land. 

The 1971 accord was the pro- 
duct of the shah's bid to expand 
his influence in the Gulf after the 
British withdrawal, when he 
sought to trade off London’s ac- 
quiescence to his take-over of 
Abu Musa and the Tumb Islands 
(belonging to Ras al Khaimah) 
for the abandonment of his re- 
vived claim to Bahrain. Sharjah's 
ruler Sheikh Khaled — in a move 


which contributed to the family 
coup in which be was killed the 
following year — reluctantly 
allowed Iranian forces to be sta- 
tioned on part of Abu Musa and 
agreed to split off-shore oil re- 
venues in exchange for an annual 
subsidy and continued control 
by the emirate of the remainder. 

But the shah's high-handedness 
enraged the Arab World. Iraq in 
particular turned the issue of the 
usurped islands into a point of 
pan-Arab principle, which resur- 
faced at the outset of the 1980-68 
Iran-Iraq war and again when 
Revolutionary Guards used Abu 
Musa to attack tankers bound for 
Arab ports. 

Iran is playing down the inci- 
dent, denying that it has any 
intention of excluding the UAE 
islanders or any “expansionist" 
ambitions in the Gulf, and claim- 
ing that the expatriates it re- 
moved had no right under the 
terms of the 1971 deal to be there 
without its permission. In the 
same breath, officials have been 
stressing that Abu Musa is an 
integral part of Iran, and that 
Tehran plans to develop and 
populate it. 

The aggrieved party's attitude 
has been cautious even by GCC 
standards. The UAE apparently 
asked its partners not to react to 
the move, and there has been a 
virtual news blackout about the subject 
in the Gulf press. The first men- 
tion of the issue made by Saudi 



and Kawaiti media was to report 
Iran’s denials that anything was 
amiss. Presumably this was moti- 
vated by a desire not to upset 


relations just as the GCC conn- 
tries are looking forward to a new 
era of "moderation” in Iran and 
some kind of cooperation in 


dying to replace Iraq’s President 
Saddam Hussein. 

But for Egypt, the move vindi- 
cates what it has been telling the 
Gulf states ever since the war: 
that the weakening of Iraq is 
u bound to whet Iran's appetite, 
\l and that the GCC should not 
therefore be so dismissive of die 
security and cooperation pact 
with Egypt and Syria signed in 
Damascus in March last year and 
ignored — partly because of Ira- 
nian objections — ever since. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa toured four Gulf' capitals 
(omitting Kuwait and Riyadh) in 
mid-March to urge them to start 
putting the D amascus Declara- 
tion into practice. 

Egyptian warnings 

This was originally meant to 
have happened at a meeting in 
Doha postponed (because minis- 
ters were “too busy)” and now 
rescheduled for late May. Cairo has 
reportedly put the GCC on notice that it 
would rather formally scrape the pact 
than allow it be used as cover for die 
“de-Arabis atioo” of Gulf 
security. Egypt is also irritated by 
the Gulf countries’ failure to fulfil 
wartime promises of lavish aid (as 
to a lesser extent Is Syria, though 
President Asad's simultaneous 
tour of all six GCC states was 
more concerned with getting 
them to repay his wartime sup- 
port by backing him in the peace 


process and against perceived 
American, Israeli ana Turkish 
threats. 

Egyptian warnings were given 
added force by other incidents of 
Iranian assertiveness, notably die 
pre-election air raid near Bagh- 
dad on April 5, which looked to 
many observers like Iran’s way of 
saying that if Turkey was being 
allowed to bomb its “terrorist* 
dissidents in northern Iraq at win, 
then it was going to reserve that 
right too. There are complaints in 
the Egyptian press that .the post- 
war punishment of Iraq has gone 
too tar and has become danger- 
ously destabilising. Syria, with an 
eye on the overall Arab-Israefi 
balance, is dropping similar hints. 

Another effect of the Abu 
Musa incident has been to high- 
light the preponderance of actual 
and potential territorial disputes 
in the Arabian Peninsula and the 
surrounding waters. In the past 
few weeks, the longstanding 
Bahrain-Qatar row has escalated 
and there have been reports of 
revived border quarrels Between 
Saudi Arabia ana each of Yemen, 
Oman and Qatar. Some see this 
as a suspiciously convenient pre- 
text for the Gulf monarchies to 
justify continued American protec- 
tion.. Others, including many 
Gulf ' intellectuals, despair at the 
implications for a GCC that is 
meant to be committing itself to 
Europe an -style integration — 
Middle East International. 



Genscher resignation marks end of era 


By Tom Heneghan 
Reuter 

BONN — Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
Icber, as prominent in German 
politics as on the world stage, 
ended an era on Monday when he 
stepped down after 18 years as 
foreign minis ter. 

The confosion that has spread 
through Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's government since Mr. 
Genscher announced his retire- 
ment on April 27 showed bow 
crucial his skills were in keeping 
the exhausted centre-right coali- 
tion together. 

Many speeches and articles 
praising his achievements echoed 
politicians’ concern that his de- 
parture should not have that 
effect on German foreign policy 
as well. 


“The Genscher era is irrevoc- 
ably over, and this historic figure 
probably sensed that himself,” 
the liberal Munich daily Soed- 
deutsebe Zertung said. 

Genscher started the day in 
classic fashion with a radio inter- 
view warning against reviving 
nationalism and boosting the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). 

He ducked questions about the 
sinking fortunes of the govern- 
ment he helped to power in 1982 
when his Free Democrats (FDP) 
bolted from an earlier coalition 
with the Social Democrats 
(SPD). 

Mr. Kohl’s government, bur- 
dened with labour unrest and 
public discontent over the rising 
cost of rescuing ex-communist 
east Germany, plunged into an 


embarrassing round of political 
infighting after Mr. Genscher 
announced his retirement 

Since then, talk of a “grand 
coalition” between Mr. Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU) and 
the SPD and terms like “Kanzler- 
daemmerung” (twilight of the 
chancellor) have begun to haunt 
Bonn's confused political estab- 
lishment. 

Pressure- for new elections or a 
cabinet reshuffle has built up, but 
the embattled chancellor seemed 
unlikely to change his plans to 
wait until late this year to name a 
new cabinet and Jiold general 
elections in the autumn of 1994. 

Mr. Genscber’s first U.S. coun- 
terpart, former Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, saw domestic 
politics as the reason why he 
resigned while he was still Ger- 


many’s most popular leader. 

“Genscher may reason that his 
resignation will enable his party 
to avoid criticism for switching 
sides in the middle of a crisis and 
yet increase its options for the 
future,” he wrote at the 
weekend. 

Although speculation about fu- 
ture alliances was fire in Boon, 
German commentators focused 
more on the problems that Mr. 
Genscher, a master at detente- 
era East-West balancing and 
compromise, was having in the 
new post-cold war world. 

“German foreign policy has 
lost its bearings since 1990, 
swerving back and forth from 
abstention as in the Gulf war to 
action in Yugoslavia,” the Sued- 
deutsche Zeitung wrote. 

“But is that a surprise? The old 


stage of the bipolar world has 
collapsed ... The classic tools of 
the Genscher era do not work 
anymore.” 

In his radio interview, Mr. 
Genscher praised his successor 
Klaus Kinkel as “an excellent 
man who has already won public 
trust 'as justice minister.” 

Mr. Kinkel, a former Genscher 
aide who ran West Germany’s 
BND intelligence service in foe 
early 1980s, has the experience 
and political dout to do the job 
well, diplomats in Bonn say. 

But they said be would be 
hampered by the problem that 
even Mr. Genscher could not 
solve — Germans' difficulties in 
craning to grips with being a 
major power rather than two 
ramp states under the shadows of 
opposing superpowers. 



Hans-Dietrich Genscher 


Top nuclear scientists emerge fro 



Soviet secret cities 
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By Dong Mdlgren 

The Associated Press 

STAVANGER, NORWAY — 
Top scientists have emerged from 
the secret barbed- wire cloisters of 
the Soviet nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme to discuss with westerners 
.the future of Russia's atomic 
cities. 

They hope to find ways to 
protect the world from their 
cities' doomsday weapons in the 
chaotic aftermath of the Soviet 
Union's collapse. 

The 30 scientists and city offi- 
cials, many on their first trip to 
the West, are used to life in “the 
forbidden zone,” heavily guarded 
compounds that appear on no 
official maps. 

Few have had much contact 
with outsiders. 

“This will be a forum for them 
to meet experts from the West at 
a very high level, to make con- 
tacts outside their closed cities 
and to see how things work in the 
West,” said Odd Arfld Kvaloy, 
mayor of Rogaland County, host 
of the conference lasting from 
Monday through Wednesday. 

In 1946, Moscow began sealing 
top scientists into enormous re- 
search and production com- 
pounds, surrounded by double 
fences and guards, in hopes of 
winning an edge in tiro nuclear 
arms race. 


The Russians, who began arriv- 
ing Saturday, will meet top scho- 
lars and officials from Scandina- 
via, Britain, the United States 
and elsewhere to discuss ways of 
opening the cities. 

All 10 known atomic cities in 
Russia planned to send repre- 
sentatives. . Places like Penza-19, 
Tomsk-7, Sverdlovsk-16, have 
numbers to set them apart from 
nearly official towns with the 
same names. 

Some — like Arzamas-16 with 
81 ,000 people — grew into dries, 
where perquisites and barbed- 
wire protected the sdentists from 
die hardships of Soviet life. 

Times are harder inside the 
wire, leading to international 
fears that sdentists — frustrated 
by a declining living standard and 
inadequate research funding — 
might be drawn to Third World 
countries wanting to join the- nuc- 
lear dub. 

“The situation here in our town 
... is difficult. We are not saved 
by all these barriers around our 
town,” senior researcher Alexan- 
der Pavlovskii said when the 
Assodated Press was allowed to' 
visit Arzamas-16 in March. 

The Russians — used to en- 
forced silence — want to try 
giasnost at the three-day Stavan- 
ger meeting, as long as openness 
doesn't go too far. 

Round-table discussions, includ- 


ing one on the importance of a 
free press, will be dosed because 
“the Russians do not want the 
news media to attend,” said Svein 
Jakob Mathisen, a county offi- 
cial. 


Mr. Kvaloy said the historic 
conference ended up in the small 
west coast city of Stavanger by 
chance. 

Russian Deputy Defence 
Minister Vitaly Shlykov visited 


acquaintances at tiro Rogaland 
Regional College last fall and met 
county officials. 

“He raised the idea of an inter- 
national conference on the secret 
idties, and the seed was sown,” 
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be a non-governmental meeting 
of regional officials and experts. 

In January, two Norwegian 
volunteers from the private 
Rogaland -Russia Cooperation 
Committee were admitted to the 
top secret city of Arzamas-16, 475 
kilometres east of Moscow. The 
city’s mayor returned the visit in 
March. 


The committee then brought 33 
tonnes of humanitarian aid — 
and the biggest western delega- 
tion ever admitted — to Aiza- 
raas-16 in March. 

“We want to establish contact, 
and try to start some form of 
said Tore Naer- 
a com m it t ee member who 
went on the trips and pressed for 
conference. 
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&ik Klippenberg, chairman of 
tiro Norwegian Defence Research 
Establishment, will lead sessions 
on nuclear safety, security and 
conversion to civilian industry. 

Norwegians are not sure 
wnat to expect from the confer- 
ence, partly because secret cities 
have virtually no telephone fines 
to the outside. 



“There hasn’t been as much 
cwnmunkation beforehand as we 
could have liked” Mr. KKppen- 
berg smd. “It’s pretty hard to ' 
Phone a secret city,” 
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Scholars debate future needs 


ncaih the surface looking at those 
who fly in the sky — there is no 
common ground between us." he 

said. 

Bui economics is a major part of 
the problem, said participant Dr. 
Ibrahim Badran, who- is an econo- 
mic advisor at die Prime Ministry. 

The Arab World, Dr. Badnn 
contended, is a society of "nog- 
production.” 

"Society that cannot produce 
cannot progress.” he maintained. 

. "Regardless of the ideology, poli- 
tical, social or other theory the 
country or society adheres to, with- 
out being productive a society 
stands still in the annals of history. 
Thus a work ethic or system of 
production that will be a perma- 
nent part of the infrastructure is a 
basic necessity for- The Arab 
World... a necessity which it does 
not have." 


(Continued from page 1) 

‘Souq is the solution’ 


Sayed Yassin, who is both direc- 
tor of the Strategic Studies Centre 
at Al Ahram and also director of 
the Arab Thought Forum . in Am- 
man, wrapped up the debate by 
saying that at a recent meeting on 
Arab nationalism in Tunis. The 
conclusion had been “the souq is 
the solution." 

“This conclusion.” he said, “re- 
flects a new world — a new reality 
— or maybe an old reality wiih a 
new consciousness; one that re- 
flects a country's economic abilities 
and viabilities." 

“What we have here is not so 
much a change in out reality but a 
changing of values and our concep- 
tualisation. Both are related to 
economic interests,” Dr. Yassin 
pointed out. 

“If we proceed on the premise 
that Islam is not the solution and 


that the souq is. then the question 
-becomes whether economic well- 
being is the key to solving our 
problems." 

The change in Arab political 
thought and philosophy. Or. Yas- 
sin said, was accelerated by the 
Gulf war but did not result from it. 

in die Arab Mashreq and Egypt, 
he continued, the realisation that 
the ideologies and slogans of the 
past have fail^J to produce prog- 
ress has been in the making for 
some time and “it is through dis- 
cussion that we stimulate change 
and new thoughts and ideas.” 
“Some of the new ideas and 
concepts will not be to our liking, 
but we must learn from them.” Dr. 
Yassin went on to say. 

At last year's meeting of Arab 
, Gulf states in Damascus, partici- 
pants concluded that Israel was no 
longer "the enemy” but Iraq was. 
Dr. Yassin told the meeting. 

“This is part of our new reality: 
The economic development is 


absolutely and undeniably associ- 
ated with progress." 

In- a summary of the debate, 
participants concluded That if there 
ts to be real change in the Arab 
World it must change from a socie- 
ty which depends on “false produc- 
tion" (petrol and oil) into a society 
that engineers real production (in- 
dustries. expanding agriculture, 
science and technology). 

•This society of imports must 
reshape itself to become a society 
of production and export. This will 
give it the economic stability and 
confidence to introduce democra- 
tic values.” the participants said. 

While the Arab World has a long 
way to go most, participants 
agreed, Jordan has begun to lake 
steps in the right direction. 

"That we can meet in Amman is 
a blessing." Dr. Yassin said. "We 
used to hold conferences cm demo- 
cracy in the Arab World in Cyprus 
because we could find no venue 
among our borne countries." 


Gulf democrats set up group 


(Continued from page 1) 

Most of the 72 members are 
academics but they indude offi- 
cials such as Majed Al Munif of the 
Saudi Oil Ministry and Abdul 
Aziz Al Jalal, assistant GCC 
secretary-general and a Saudi 
national. 

Bahrainis indude three mem- 
bers of a short-lived parliament 
which was dissolved in 1975. 

The UAE members indude 


Ahmad Seif Balhasa, a member 
of the country's largely toothless 
consultative council, and Said 
Hareb, assistant secretary- 
general of the UAE University. 

Mr. Nibari said the group 
would not have a permanent base 
in a Gulf country “because by law 
any movement in Kuwait should 
only have Kuwaiti members and 
has to be approved by the govern- 
ment while in other countries 
such movements are banned." 
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21 killed in Thailand protests 

(Continued from page 1) 


"The rallies were infiltrated by 
people bent on violence," he said 
in a televised address. 

North of the police station a 
company of soldiers fired over 
the beads or one of the small 
groups of 100 or so protesters 
who have been circulating in the 
area around Bangkok’s centre of 
government. 

Hundreds of soldi era patrolled 


(he main avenues. 

In Bangkok, a city of 10 million 
people, many shops and private 
companies — including major 
foreign corporations — closed for 
business Tuesday, fearful of more 
violence. The Thai stock market’s 
main index plummeted to a six- 
month low in panic selling Tues- 
day. 

Long lines formed at some 
gasoline stations and bank cash 
machines. 
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Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Berlin, the cross road of East and West Europe. Royal Jordanian 
invites you to the culturally rich city of Berlin. Effective from 
June 26 , we will serve you with twice weekly non-stop flights on 
board our Airbus A310 as per the following schedule : 


Day 


Depart 


Arrive 


Amman Wed. & Fri. 
Berlin Thr. & Sat- 


11 : 35 ajn. 
02 ; OOpjn. 


03 : 10 p.m. 
07 : 30 p jn. 


This is an addition to our four weekly flights to Frankfurt. 

For your comfort and convenience Royal Jordanian is adding 
yet another destination to its existing operations to Germany, 
providing you with greater schedule flexibility. 

For more information and reservations please contact your travel agent 
or Royal Jordanian offices. 


<&> RQYA1JORDAN1AN S<Z#sMb£&5 


Tomorrow’s international standards, today . 






UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
CROWN PRINCE AL - HASSAN 

.. Comcent Trading and Contracting Company **• 

. invites you to celebrate their 20th anniversary 
by attending the 

SPECIAL COMPUTER EXIBITION 

on 20,21,22 May.1992 
at the Intercontinental Hotel (Badia Hall) 
from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


open for the public 






/Ml TAC 

-=%caicomp Canon 


A Lockheed Company 



(^jOUiCenf Trading and Contracting Co. 3 rd. circle, Prince Mohammad SL Phone 6i4246/7 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE . 


PACKING, AIR FRE1GH1 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES A NO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 


, I . " . . 


G 


CROWN 

1 JNT’L EST, 

s Packing, shipping, 

■ forwarding, storage, 
1 clearing, door-to-door 
g service 
- Air Sea and Land 





Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent ana 
sale - furnished or unfur-] 
ntehed. 

AJso many tots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, p l e a se) 
lAbdoon Real 


fTeL 81W 05, 819608, 
810620. 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 


JVMBO photo 
30 % 


From onlargm- 
20 x 30 an 


Shmrisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
S we fieri tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


QD^QQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN: 

TRAVEL- TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 


TeL 687588/824282 
FAX &62.6-810198 
IQqb Hussein Street— Amman 


r 



le a gjg Nijjl hi 
uBammotismas 
YOUR BEST CHOKE 
UN JORDAN 

*Kals Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
■ft Keys Service 

* Upbolstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Me cca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 8218S8, Fax 
828183 



RESTAURNT 


OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Serves A Variety American Food 


Enjoy our Fresh Delicious 
Take Away is Available I 
For Rescrv also oJTcase 
* Call 678600 


±t 
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WML 
The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Grcte. Jabs! Amman, near 
AMyyah Girls School ■ 

Opeo daily 12:00-3:30 
. . p.m. 
630-Midnight 

ToL$3896$ 


»Y*jL> j U? j. 


p £j£i NC' 



/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

■ Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
' Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
. Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
* specialities 
Open daily 12:00 '3:30 
. p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight / 


§3 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


SriDed Chinese Chefs 

jqpaa Itiwap A ftfO-HOQ d&y\ 

Tdu — my Is "tlili 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

|T«L wiia, AmaanI > Q> 

Am I . 

sLafcumwdx'y rjg 


1 The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

,|jl2«JI!I= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
im-15M&l&30-2330 

Tel: 03-314415 


International Cuisine \ 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Thint Circle Tel. 615060 - 615061 



s-sfif 



Nightly At Hotel’s Bar 
Tel. 665121 * 
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Jordan voted NBA’s 
most valuable player 



CHICAGO (AP) — Michael Jor- 
’ dan, overcoming what he called 
“individual adversity.” was 
named the NBA's most valuable 
/• player (MVP) for the 1991-92 
season. 

Jordan, who led the defending 
champion Chicago Bulls to an 
1 NBA -best 67-15 record that also 
was the best in franchise history, 

^ ■ received 80 of 96 first-place votes 
from a nationwide panel of sports 
writers and broadcasters for a total 
of 900 points. 

He is the seventh player to win 
the award at least three times. 

Portland's Clyde Drexler 
finished second with 12 first-place 
votes and 561 points, while San 
Antonio's David Robinson was 
third with two firsts and 337 
points. 

Utah's Karl Malone was fourth 
with one first-pi ace ballot and 262 
points, followed by New York's 
Patrick Ewing with 100 points. 
The other first-place vote went to 
Chicago's Sconie Pippen. who 
finished ninth overall. 

Players received 10 points for a 
first-place vote seven points for 
second, five for third, three for 
fourth and one for fifth. 

Jordan, who also was MVP last 
year and in 1987-88. won his sixth 
straight scoring title this season 
with a 30.1 point-per-game aver- 
age. He was sixth in the NBA in 
steals with 2.28 per game, shot 
51.9 per cent from the field and 
83.2 per cent from the free- throw 
line. 

The other players who have 
won at least three MVP awards 
are Bill Russell. Wilt Chamber- 
lain. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
Moses Malone. Larry Bird and 
Magic Johnson. The same six also 
are the only others to win the 
award in consecutive years. 

A very trying season men- 
tally which makes the award 
more receivable," Jordan said in 
reaction to his selection. 

Among other problems, Jor- 
dan was depicted in the book The 
Jordan Rules as being greedy and 
. selfish. He was criticised for not 
, joining his teammates in a visit to 
,. a the White House and his image 
, ‘ suffered from reports of losing 
‘ large sums of money playing golf. 

*Tve had a lot of individual 
_ adversity and I want to thank my 
teammates and family fo; helping 
; ’ me stay .strong to stay-.on^top of 
; our game," .Jordan said.^JWith- 
! out their support there was no „ 
’ way I could have foughtniy way 
\ through this season and remain in 
■ position to defend our cham- 
! pionship.” 



Courier 
heads into 
French 
Open as 
top seed 


Michael Jordan 


Jordan scored 42 points Sunday 
to lead the Bulls to a 110-81 
yiqfpiy. in the . seve nth game of a 
IpCgh' series ' against the New 
York Knicks. Chicago advanced 
tifthe Eastern Conference finals 
that open Tuesday night against 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Bulls coach Phil Jackson said 


Jordan deserved the award more 
than ever this year. 

“He did more things of a non- 
statistical nature than ever before 
to lead this team, be it defeitsiye- 
»ly or by being a leader off The 
court, drat were just as impor- 
tant. and maybe more so. than his 
offense." 


Spain, U.S. win opening matches in 
World Team Cup Tennis To'umsiment 


DUESSELDORF, Germany 
(AP) — Spain surprised Sweden 
3-0 and the United States edged 
Russia 2-1 Monday on the first 
day of the SI .4 million Peugeot 
World Team Cup Tennis Tourna- 
ment. 

Spain's Emilio Sanchez, rank- 
ed No. 20 in the world, upset No. 
2- ranked Stefan Ed berg of Sweden 
in a Red Group match in the 
tournament, the last major clay 
court event before the French 
Open. 

Edberg took the first set 6-1 
using a solid serve -and-voiley 
attack, but Sanchez, a baseliner 
and clay court specialist, fought 
back to take the second set in a 
tiebreaker 7-6 (7-5), and then 
won the decisive set 6-4. 


Sergi Bruguera put Spain 
ahead 2-0 by coming from behind 
to defeat Swede Magnus Gustafs- 
son 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. 


Then Sanchez and Sergio Casal 
teamed to beat Edberg and 
Anders Jarryd 64, 7-6 (11-9) in 
the doubles match. 

Id the Blue Ground, the Amer- 
icans edged the Russians. 

Pete Sampras beat Alexander 
Volkov 6-2, 7-6 (7-3) to put the 
United States ahead 1-0, but 
Andrei Cherkasov evened the 
score by defending Derrick Ros- 
tagno 4-6, 6-0, 6-3 in the second' 
match. 


victory over Volkov and Cherka- 
sov. 

On Tuesday, Germany faces 
Czechoslovakia in the Blue 
Group with Wimbledon cham- 
pion Michael Stich against up- 
and-coming Petr Korda of 
Czechoslovakia, and Cari-Uwe 
Steeb against Karel Novacek. 

In the Red Group, France goes 
up against Switzerland with Henri 
Leconte facing Jakob Hlasek, 
and Guy Forget challenging Marc 
Rosset. 


PARIS ( AP) — Jim Courier, the 
newly crowned Italian Open 
champion, heads to the French 
Open as the top seed on the 
strength of ATP Tour rankings. 

The $7.4 million Grand Slam 
tournament begins next Monday. 
The French Tennis Federation, 
in contrast to Wimbledon, uses 
the ATP rankings for its men’s 
seedings without any previsions. 

Courier, who won here last 
year en route to the No. 1 rank- 
ing, will be the top seed and 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden the 
second seed. Edberg made the 
finals in 1989 but lost to Michael 
Chang. 

Former U.S. Open champion 
Pete Sampras is No. 3. followed 
by Boris Becker, the three-time 
Wimbledon champion who had to 
withdraw from the Italian Open 
last week with an injury. 

Becker is not playing in Dussel- 
doif at the World Team Cup this 
week. He reportedly had thigh 
muscle problems in his loss to 
Michael Stich in the semifinal of 
the German Open 10 days ago. 
He hopes to be in shape to play in 
Paris. 

Stich, who beat Becker for the 
Wimbledon title last year, is No. 
5. Chang, Frenchman Guy Forget 
and Czechoslovakian Petr Konta 
complete the top eight. 

Croatian Goran Ivanisevic, 
Spaniard Carlos Costa. Ivan 
Lendl and Andre Agassi follow in 
positions 9-12. Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek of the Nether- 
lands, American Aaron Krick- 
stera, Russian Aleksandr Volkov 
and American Brad Gilbert are 
the final four seeds. 

Costa lost to Courier in the 
Italian Open final but won two 
previous day court events while 
malting two other finals and two 
more semifinals. 

Lendl is a three-time champion 
making bis first appearance at 
Roland Garos since 1989. He had 
an injured hand last year and 
chose to bypass the event in 1990 
to concentrate on Wimbledon. 

Agassi is a two-time finalist on 
the red day courts of Roland 
Garros but had to scramble to 
become seeded after dropping to 
17th in the rankings a few week 
ago. 

Americans John McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors, who have cre- 
ated excitement at the French 
Open over the years, are ranked 
36th and 38th respectively and 
run the risk of meeting top seeds 
in the early rounds. 

la the women's singles, defend- 
ing champion Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia is top seed ahead of 
arch-rival Steffi Graf of Ger- 
many. 

Two of the world's top 16 
women, Americans Martina Nav- 
ratilova and Zina Garrison, have 
not entered, giving seeded places 
to Leila Meskhi of Georgia and 
Sabine Appelmans of Belgium. 

In a separate development, leg- 
al trouble coukl force the Interna- 
tional Players Championships to 
move away from Miami after next 
year’s tournament. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Inter sign Shalimov for $12.5m< 


MILAN (R) — Russian midfielder Igor Shalimov joined Intema- 
zionale from Italian first division rivals Foggia Tuesday in a deal 
reportedly making him the second-most expensive player in the 
world. The dub did not disdose a fee when they announced the 
deal Tuesday, but Italian newspapers said Inter paid $12.5 
million, second in value only to Juventus* Roberto Baggio who 
moved from Fiorentma in May 1990 for $13 million. Shalimov, 23. 
an attacking midfielder who made two appearances in the 1990 
World Cup finals, was also named Tuesday in the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) squad for next month’s European 
Soccer Championship finals. Inter, eighth in the Italian League 
after a poor season, have already signed Yugoslav striker Darko 
Pancev from Red Star Belgrade and German midfielder Matthias 
Sammer from Stuttgart. Two of Inter’s three current foreign 
players, Germans Andreas Brehme and Jurgen Klinsmann, are 
expected to move in the dose season, although no details have 
been announced. Hie third, German captain Lother Matthaeus, 
should be fit to resume his vital midfield role at the dub next 
season after badly damaging his right knee last month. 


Juventus to play Japan in August 


TOKYO (R) — Japan will meet top Italian dub Juventus for two 
friendly matches in August as part of the Japanese buildup for the 
1994 World Cup qualifiers, organisers said Tuesday. They said 
Juventus had promised to bring Italian Internationals Roberto 
Baggio and Salvatore Schillad. The matches will be staged in 
Kobe on Aug. 14 and in Tokyo on Aug. 17. 


Millionaire buys English club 


CARLISLE, England (R) — Property millionaire Michael 
Knighton, unsuccessful in a bid for English first division soccer 
dub Manchester United, has bought Carlisle United, who 
finished bottom of the fourth division this season. Mr. Knighton.' 
who tried in vain to buy Manchester United three years ago, is 
believed to have paid dose to £1 million ($1.8 million) to save 
Carlisle, who- are losing £3,500 ($6,300) a week. 


Frenchwomen win in Strasbourg Open 


STRASBOURG, France (AP) — France’s Sandrine Testud and 
Pascale Paradis won their opening round matches in the $150,000 
Strasbourg Open Women’s Tournament. Testud defeated Amer- 
ican Audra Keller 7-5, 2-6, 6-1. while Paradis downed Katia 
Piccolini of Italy 6-3. 6-4. Top seeds Kimiko Date of Japan and 
Judith Wiesner of Austria drew opening round byes and will play 
their first matches later in the week. The tournament offers a 
$27,000 first prize. 


Hack ousts Kidowaki in Lucerne 


LUCERNE, Switzerland (AP) — Sabine Hack of Germany 
defeated Maya Kidowaki of Japan 6-2. 6-1 in the first round of the 
$150,000 European Open Women's Tennis Tournament. Kater- 
ina Kroupova of Czechoslovakia ousted American Marianne 
Werdei 6-2, 6-3. Alexia Dechaume of France struggled past Rene 
Simpson-AIter of Canada 64, 6-7 (3-7), 7-5, while wild card entry 
Christelle Fauche of Switzerland routed Frederica Bonsignori of 
Italy 6-0, 6-1. Hack feces top-seeded Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere 
of Switzerland, the defending champion, in the second round. 
The day-court tournament, a warmup for next week’s French 
Open, had been held for years in Geneva, but is being played in 
Lucerne for the first time this year. 


World champion Laumann to miss 
Olympics 


ESSEN, Germany (R) — World single “sculls champion Silkeit 
Laumann wifi miss the Barcelona Olympics after being injured 
during a regatta in Essen. The German Sports News Agency 
(SID) said Canadian Laumann. 27, suffered torn ligaments and 
muscles in her right leg in a collision with a German competitor 
while warming up for a race Saturday. Laumann underwent a 
three-hour operation in an Essen hospital Sunday. 


Upsets mark first round in Bologna 


BOLOGNA, Italy (AP) — Two seeded players lost their 
first-round matches Monday in the $240,000 Muratti Time-Cassa 
Risparmio Bologna Tennis Tournament. Fourth-seeded Gabriel 
Markus lost to fellow Argentine Franco Davin 4-6, 64, 6-1, while 
seventh-seeded Gianluca Pozzi of Italy lost to Czechoslovak 
qualifier Ctislav Dosedel 7-5, 6-3. The only seeded player to 
survive the day was eight-seeded Francisco Roig of Spain who 
defeated Italian Pietro Penned 6-3, 7-5. In a hard-fought match, 
swede Jonas Svensson, the world's llth-ranked player in 1990, 
lost to Belgian Bart Wuyts 6-1, 4-6, 6-2. In other first-round 
action, Jaime Oncins of Brazil beat Australian Simon Youl 64, 
6-3. and Tomas Carbonell of Spain beat Argentina’s Horado De 
La Pena 3-6, 64. 6-1. 


Patrick McEnroe and Jim 
Grabb put the U.S. team ahead 
2-1 with a 7-6 (7-1). 4-6, 6-3 


English clubs benefit 
from TY rights battle 


LONDON f AP) — England's top 
22 soccer dubs have signed a new 
television deal, giving them a 550 
per cent increase in TV revenue. 
Each club in the newly-formed 
Premier League will get a guaran- 
teed minimum of $2.7 million 
(£1.5 million) a season. 


Details of foreign access to 
broadcasts is yet to be negotiated. 
The deal does not include cover- 
age of cup matches or English 
international games. 

Premier League clubs wifi re- 
ceive appearance and perform- 
ance bonuses. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HfftSCH 
*!»1 Trswffl Media Samsn. Me- 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Aft South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4KQ74 9AQJ9 0AJ5 *73 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * 

2 v Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

410843 vAJ6 ->K7 4KJ63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North 'East 
1 * Pass 1 4 Dbl 
7 

What action do you take? 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

496 ?AQ10866 * A 4KQ107 
The bidding has proceeded; 

East South West North 

3 0 3 ? Pass 3 NT 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q74 r 'KQ10962 vA 4QJ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 


West North East 
1 v Pass Pass 
What do you bid now? 


South 

9 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

41084 <?AJ6 vK7 4KJ632 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 1 4 Dbl 

7 

What action do you take? 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

41097643 V'5 OKQS OQ103 
The bidding has proceeded; 

East South West North 

Pass Pass 1 S? Dbl 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Au. right, you stupid beA6le, 

I WANT THAT BLANKET BACKII 



AND I DON^ MEAN 
NEXT MONTH, OR NE)CT 
WEEK OR TOMORROW... 







(are you CK/XV, PERCY?) 




AFTER A "CACKLE 
, By" THAT LAB ■ 
IT’S A QUESTION 
OP HOW MANY 
LAST GASPS 
[ve3UG<*Jfi4SP.l 


r - ~ r , 1^ 





FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY 29, 1992 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Your thinking an activities reflect 
logic now and you are able to 
complete various activities due ha- 
ven’t been completed as of yeL 
Sbow allies how you plan to make 
big impr o ve m ents. 


ARIES; (March 21 to Aprfl 19) 
You open the day by seeing several 
ways by which you can put your 
ingenious plans into operation and 
later even more bizarre methods 
are available. 


Mat you do today -and in the 
evening you find home matters 
have equal opportunities. 

LIBRA: (September 23 toOctober 
22) You haw some new brilliant 
course that you think will work well 
so perfect it and then you wifi be 
able to make it of service in your 
everyday activities. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Ways to make more money are 
now dearer to you in die morning 
so gamer data about them while 
later a business expert aids you to 
gain abundance. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

Consider all phases of bow you can 
make your days more productive 
.of results that mean the most to 
you, then get longtime allies to aid 
you in this project. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A confidential expert gives 
you secret data on how you can 
have more of this worlds goods, 
then go after such by using you 
own acquired knowledge. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider well the mentally wide awake 
friends that understand your goals 
and get their support then you can 
put in motion your own creative 
skills. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) AH kinds of valuable in- 
formation. can pass. between, you 
and a business person and after 
you have cone to a derision you 
can apply it to your own affairs. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A restless but logic- 
al minded outside associate has 
some very good suggestions for 
your future advancement you can 
put in motion tonight. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Tasks should go along 
swimmingly now and as a fact so 
much of benefit can occur that you 
can soon be ready to go after a long 
time longing. 


AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your special talent can be 
uppermost in your mind and work 
out to your advantage early after 
which you can find ways to gain a 
desire that has been thwarted. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your public image is important 
and can be adroitly heightened by 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) By some fast talking yon can 
persuade a family member to go 
along with a plan that is important 
to you, tonight is good for seeing 
public bigwigs. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 


HARRiS 

H-27 



‘It’s not a pot belly... it’s an especially 
large and protruding navel!” 


'MsiSSMrs 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD-GAME 
Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbles; 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


HECKE 

IX 


Q 


1 IDDEA 



in i 

' V 



TERROM 


:ie 

j 


CAl 

niN 

" 

□ 

I 

IE 



. THAT OPTIM&T MAR- 
|R/EE7 HIS SECRETARY' 
BECAUSE, HE THOUGHT 
HE'D 7 BE ABLE TO CON- 
TINUE TO PO TH/a. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 


iixixix^ rm 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BASSO CHAIR GEYSER PLENTY 
Answer A sponger is a person who never pays and 


A sponger is a person 1 
finds that IT PAYS 


THE Daily Crossword 


Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Perry Mason 
title word 
5 Vasco da — 

9 Cub Scout 
leader 

14 — podrrda 

15 Spirit 

16 Exercise type 

17 Bund as — 

18 Playground 

19 Interest 

20 TVA word 

22 Absolute 

23 Chant 

24 Identical 

26 Jason's snip 
29 DDS word 

33Bamentary 

•37 Church section 

39 " — Camera” 

40 Fastener 

41 Perfect scorn at 
times 

42 Oxeyekin 

43 Ledge 

44 Persian fairy 

45 Variety of beet 

46 Singer Pete 
48 Lhasa — 

50 Small b«5 
52 Mischievous 

tricks 

57 Mine entrances 
60 NCOS 
command 

63 Afr. tongue 

64 Challenge 

95 Taj Mahal site 

66 Com ic John 

67 Parched 

B8 Gcnarfl's dad 

69 Unanimously 

70 "So loving — 
mother" 
("Harter) 

71 Sea bird 





DOWN 

1 Raccoon's Mn 

2 Veep Barkley 

3 Bias 

4 "...could — fat" 
6 "Old Faithful" 

for one 

6 Word of sorrow 

7 Moon feature 


8 Mountain range 

9 Take for granted 

10 Artlessly playful 

11 "L‘— , e'est 
mof 

12 — Skywafcer 

13 Mkntc 

21 Make Wo law 
^5 Fruit drink 

27 Portal 

28 "Carmen" e.g. 

30 Ados 

31 USA word: 
abbr. 

32 Fat 

33 Kiss 

34 Rose's man - 

35 Fish 

36 Acquired by evil 
. means 

38 Cut 

42 Certain nul 
44 Before: pref. 

47 Guarantee 
49 Rapid 


Yesterday, P uzrie Saha* 


nnnn 

nann R° nn nnnnr: 

K£3S n HQ nnn nnnnn 
Qnnon 

rannanpn nnnnn 
nnr |P nnnnnnnrr] 

HSREtpN 11 nnrnn 

nnn 

mRnnn KH nnjnnnDn 

nnRPJ 0 HHnn nnnrc 
nnno nnnn onnr 


53 " — of Two 

Cities" 

54 Afr. river 

55 Sacred book 
51 Former Egyptian 56 Springe 

■ leader 57 Rhyme scheme 


58"— of Our 
Uvea" 

59 — uncertain.. 
■ terms 

61 Starchy root 

62 Fit 



* T- 




iondon 


AS 





% 


Co" 





*f 
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Financial 

markets 


Jordan -.Times 

- 

■ in .ctMirerhUon with 
■ Cairo 'Amman Bank 


IIJ. Dotin'" in In terns llaiutl MailiPti 


Gwreney 


Mcrli«|> I'rnind** 

Dmlsclic Math 
■SnE» Franc 
French Franc 
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By P.V.VfreiEaiiaiid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Cases related to the 
troubled Jordan-Gulf Bank, the 
second major banking scandal to 
hh Jordan in recent history, have 
gone to court, with 20 defendants 
charged varyingly with embezzle- 
ment, violation of Jordanian 
banking regulations and mis- 
appropriation of hinds. 

The first hearing of the case 
was held at the Court of First 
Instance in Amman last Thors* 
day, and the first working session 
has been set for tomorrow 
(Thursday), legal sources said. 

Leading the list of defendants 
is die entire former board of 
directors — including a Kuwaiti 
national — - of the bank, which 
was taken over by the govern- 
ment in August 1989. Among 
others are several former em- 
ployees and at least one former 
moneychanger. 

About 30 people, including 
banking experts and employees 
of the bank, are expected to be 
called to the witness stand during 
the trial, which could take any- 
where between six months and 
one year. 


The basis for the cases are 
findings of a special committee 
which investigated the affairs of 
the bank after it was taken over 
under martial law powers by the 
Economic Security Committee, 
which entrusted the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) with managing 
the institution. 

According to a legal expert 
closely following the case, “the 
affair is an open case of corrup- 
tion.'’ 

“There are big shots involved 
in the affair,” added the expert, 
but declined to elaborate. 

According to a source familiar 
with the probe, the committee 
found “gross violations of Jorda- 
nian banking regualtions” and 
“not only gross irregularities in 
banking practices and accepted 
norms but also blatant mishand- 
ling of public funds.” 

Most outstanding among the 
charges that the accused face are 
“granting of credit facilities with- 
out proper collaterals and inten- 
tional improper accounting of 
funds amounting to embezzle- 
ment.” said the source. 

In some cases, the ex-general 
manager, one of the accused. 


“appears to have acted on his 
own without permission from the 
board of directors and in otheis 
the board had given permission.” 

“Employees implicated in the 
case are mostly witting or unwit- 
ting accomplices but that does not 
absolve them of responsibility,” 
the source added. 

Almost all of the defendants 
are in the country, having bailed 
themselves out pending the trial. 

Banking and other sources say 
that the financial status of 
Jordan-Gulf Bank was not as 
complicated to unravel as the 
case was with Petra Bank, 
another bank which was taken 
over by the government at the 
same time as Jordan-Gulf. 

Petra Bank was ordered li- 
quidated in April 1990 after it was 
established that its financial sta- 
tus had deteriorated too far for 
any remedial measures. Cases re- 
lated to the collapse of Petra 
Bank, once the second largest 
commercial bank in Jordan, were 
tried by a military court. Sixteen 
of the accused were sentenced to 
jail terms — almost all of them in 
absentia — while 31 were acquit- 
ted, including the ex-general 


manager of Jordan-Gulf. 

At least one more of the ac- 
quitted Petra Bank defendants 
figures in the list of the accused in 
the Jordan-Gulf Bank cases, 
lawyers said pointing out what 
banking dries describe as the 
close links between the two 
banks. 

The CBJ kept Jordan-Gulf 
afloat by pumping money to meet 
deposit obligations of Jordan- 
Gulf Bank, which employs close 
to 400 people at its 20 branches in 
the Kingdom. 

The funds committed by the 
CBJ to Jordan-Gulf are said to be 
around JD 30 million, although 
“at one stage, the CBJ involve- 
ment in terms of prop-up money 
for Jordan-Gulf was much high- 
er,” said one of the sources. 
“However money owed to the 
bank was gradually collected and 
thus the CBJ managed to bring it 
down to around JD 30 million.” 

The CBJ suffered a loss of over 
JD 200 million in the Petra Bank 
debacle, and economists say the 
net loss could be brought down to 
between JD ISO million and JD 
170 million when the liquidation 
process is completed. 


Bonn urged to help global recovery 


PARIS (R) — Germany came 
under pressure Monday to help a 
budding world economic recov- 
ery by reducing its budget deficit 
so that interest rates can foil. 

Meeting at the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), economy 
and trade ministers from 24 in- 
dustrial nations voiced satisfac- 
tion over recent signs of recovery 
but were pessimistic about the 
chances of lowering unemploy- 
ment. 

They also made ritual calls for 
a swift conclusion to the five- 
year-old Uruguay Round .of 
world trade talks, deadlocked 
largely because of disagreements 
between the United States and 
the European Community (EC) 
over farm subsidies. 

“Notiiing is more important for 
strengt h ening confidence m the 
world economy and its prospects 
for growth than bringing the Uru- 
guay Round to a successful end.” 
Canadian Trade Minister Michael 
Wilson said. 


Frans Andriessen, the EC’s 
trade commissioner, said he 
would be willing to offer conces- 
sions on farm handouts when he 
meets U.S. trade representative 
Carla Hills in Washington next 
week. 

But other countries had to give 
way in farming and other areas 
too. ‘“There is no way the Com- 
munity will be able to accept ... a 
deal if it is not comprehensive in 
terms of agriculture, sendees, 
market access, etc,” he said. 

Several speakers said failure to 
lower trade barriers would deal a 
severe blow to the former com- 
munist countries of eastern 
Europe, which need export 
growth to shore up living stan- 
dards. 

“One thing must be dear: If 
economic restructuring fails in 
these countries, political demo- 
cracy will be in great danger m 
their part of the world,” said 
Johann Eckhoff, state secretary 
in the German economics minis- 
tiy. 


Earlier, Mr. Eekhoff tried to 
fend off criticism of Germany for 
running a lax budget policy that 
was keeping interest rates high — 
a criticism likely to be repeated 
forcefully at the Munich summit 
of the Group of Seven (G-7) 
major industrialised states in 
July. 

“In continental Europe the in- 
flationary and fiscal pressures 
caused by German unification 
have meant that interest rates 
have had to remain high,” 
Michael Portillo, chief secretary 
to tite British treasury, said. “We 
look to the German government 
to create the conditions in which 
German interest rates can fall.” 

A pay agreement reached early 
Monday in Germany's pace-setting 
metalworking industry makes a 
further increase in German rates 
unlikely, many economists be- 
lieve. 

The overall wage increase this 
year of 5.8 per cent was below the 
threshold of six per cent that 
economists believe would have 


set alarm bells ringing at the 
inflation-consdous Bundesbank, 
Germany's central bank. 

But Germany’s partners made 
clear this would not be enough. 
They want outright relief from 
the high rates they say are stunn- 
ing growth and keeping millions 
of people out of work. 

Japan, also in an apparent 
effort to bead off G-7 pressure at 
Munich for fresh economic 
pump-priming, said its economy 
should start picking up toward 
the end of the year. 

‘The Japanese economy will 
recover once the inventory 
adjustment, currently in prog- 
ress. is completed by early au- 
tumn,” Economic Planning 
Minister Takeshi Noda said. 

The two days of talks are tak- 
ing place against a background of 
unimpressive economic growth. 
The OECD area is poised to grow 
by just 1.8 per cent this year, 
down from the 2.2 per cent rate 
the think tank’s economists fore- 
cast as recently as December. 


Lebanese lira seems unaware 
of Solh promises to tackle crisis 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
lira plunged against the dollar 
Tuesday and economists urged 
the new government in Beirut to 
take fast steps to put a halt to 
economic decline. 

The lira dosed at a new official 
record low of 1,740 to the dollar 


Tuesday, a fall of five per cent 
compared with Monday's close of 
1,650 to the dollar, the central 
bank said. 

The lira has lost more than nine 
per cent of its international value 
since Prime Minister Rashid Al 
Solh named a 24-man govem- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.8397/407 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1946/51 

Canadian dollar 

1.5915/25 

Deutschemarks 

1.7915/25 

Dutch guilders 

1.4610/20 

Swiss francs 

32.00/33.00 

Belgian francs 

5.3420/70 

French francs 

1196/1197 

Italian tire 

128.85/95 

Japanese yen 

5.7245/95 

Swedish crowns 

6.2015/65 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1375/425 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold $339.75 



WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed higher in mostly dealer-driven trade. 
The firm yen and strong overseas markets bolstered sentiment 
The Nikkei Average finished 311.01 points up at 18,754.11. 
PARIS — French share prices continued their roller-coaster ways, 
plunging on a volatile mix of arbitrage, profit-taking and jitters 
about the U.S. economy, dealers said. The CAC-40 Index ended 
down 28.51 to 2,023.13. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips were mildly weaker in sluggish 
late morning trade as investors avoided positions while the federal 
reserve’s open market committee meets Tuesday. The Dow was 
about four lower at 3,372. 

BOMBAY — Prices rose as tire market continued to gam 
confidence after dropping more than 1,000 points in three weeks. 
The Bombay Stock Exchange Index rose 11251 points or 3.26 per 
cent to 3,5 68.67 with Lig institutional investors buying. 
FRANKFURT — German shares added a thin layer of gains ro 
yesterday's solid rise. The 30-share Dax Index edged up -4.83 to 
1,763.26. 

ZURICH — The Zurich Bourse closed lower in moderate trading. 
Brokers said the market was consolidating after rising strongly 
recently. The all- share SPI Index closed 7.9 lower at 1,194.1. 
LONDON — The FTSE 100 ended three points down at 2,700.6, 
having edged backwards and forwards across the psychologically 
important 2,700 level several times. 


mem on Saturday to tackle the 
economic crisis. 

Taking over as finance minister 
on Tuesday. .Asa 'ad Diab. a for- 
mer judge, said the Syrian- 
backed government would re- 
form the inefficient tax system 
but indicated taxes would not go 
up. 

“People are expecting a lot 
from us. We have to cut expenses 
and collect taxes, I don't say 
increase taxes, so that we build 
public confidence in the govern- 
ment,” he said. 

Mr. Solh said the lira's fall 
Monday was reasonable in the 
circumstances and pledged that 
the situation would improve. 

But economists said divisions 
in the new cabinet had added to 
widespread public doubts that the 
government could succeed in re- 
viving the economy and attracting 
foreign aid and investment. 

“It seems the lira did not hear 
the new cabinet's promises of 
taking care of the economic cri- 
sis,” leading commentator Rafik 
Khoury wrote in Beirut’s Al 
Anwar newspaper Tuesday. 

Mr. Khoury said it was wrong 
to think that the lira's fall could 
be stopped merely by words and 
called for a serious plan im- 


plemented by experts to give the 
Lebanese some confidence. 

“Saving the economy needs 
radical and unpopular economic 
decision like a big tax increase,” 
warned economist Amin.Aiami. 

“This government is tom by 
political problems and lacks the 
needed unity to enable it take 
such decisions,” he told a televi- 
sion station on Monday night. 

Economist Marwan Iskandar 
said the government must focus 
on reactivating the economy, 
strengthening the lira and in- 
creasing employment and should 
not waste much time on political 
problems. 

“The new government will fall 
if it fails in stopping the sharp 
deterioration in the economy and 
in improving bad living condi- 
tions which are suffocating the 
Lebanese,” he told Reuters. 

He added that the Lebanese 
economy was not a hopeless case 
because there were an estimated 
S5.5 billion held in banks in Leba- 
non and another 59 billion held 
by Lebanese in banks abroad. 

The central bank has about 
$650 million in foreign currency 
reserves and gold reserves valued 
at more than $3 billion. 
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Bahrain-based 
Islamic firms 
^ I to raise capital 




MANAMA (R) — Al Tawfeek 
Investment Fund and Al Amin 
Securities Company, both owned 
by Saudi Arabia's Dallah Al 
Baraka Group, plan to boost 
their capital to finance expansion 
in the Muslim world, executives 
have said. 

Abdullah Al Fateh, general 
manager of Bahrain’s Al Baraka 
Islamic Investment Bank, said 
both firms planned to increase 
their paid-in capital to $300 mil- 
lion by issuing more shares to 


existing Saudi shareholders. He 
gave no farther details. 

Al Tawfeek currently has a 
capital base of $20 million while 
Af-Amio has $40 million. Both 
offshore firms, which are based in 
Bahrain, reported higher net pro- 
fit during 1991. 

Sheikh Fateh told reporters 
both companies had received the 
go-ahead to eventually list their 
shares on Bahrain’s Stock Ex- 
change but a date had not yet 
been set. 
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HYUNDAI 2M SONATA 
For Sale 

Automatic, power steering, 4 way stereo. White with grey 
upholstery. Private car of diplomat, tax unpaid. Built 1989, 
38,000km. Full service record. 

Telephone Michael Phillips on 823100 Ext 211/212 
(office hours) or 813605 (residence). 


The net loss of Jordan-Gulf 
Bank is estimated to be in the 
region of JD 50 million, accord- 
ing to banking sources. The 
shareholders have lost all their 
holdings (the bank had a paid-up 
capital of JD 5 million). 

But unlike Petra Bank, most of 
the Jordan-Gulf equity holders 
were from the middle class and 
therefore the loss “was particu- 
larly felt by the public,” said one 
banking executive. 

In the meantime, the bank is 
continuing its normal functions 
although at a reduced level since 
public confidence was shaken as a 
result of the scandal. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Al Nabulsi said last week 
that a decision had been taken to 
merge the bank with the local 
branch of Lebanon’s At Mashreq 
Bank, which was also taken over 
by the Central Bank after the 
collapse of its Beirut headquar- 
ters. 

According to one of the 
sources, “Jordan-Gulf is salvage- 
able since it did not suffer as 
much damage as Petra Bank,” 
and that “the dominant feeling 
behind the merger decision was 


that Jordan-Gulf should not be 
ordered liquidated.” 

“As a result of the CBJ infu- 
sion of funds, there was no shor- 
tage of funds at Jordan-Gulf and 
there was a strong argument 
among banking circles against li- 
quidating it, particularly in view 
of the large number of its em- 
ployees.” said the source. 

Banking experts also say that 
the funds the CBJ pumped into 
Jordan-Gulf in its capacity as the 
lender of the last resort could be 
recovered from the bank in due. 
course of time. 

The four branches of Al 
Mashreq, an originally Lebanese- 
owned bank, were brought under 
the direct control of the CBJ in 
October 1989 following a 
Lebanese court for liquidating 
the Beirut-based bank. 

“The Jordanian operations of 
the bank are continuing normally 
and most of the legal issues re- 
lated to the Lebanese ownership 
of the bank have been settled," 
said a banker close to the affairs 
of Al Mashreq. 

"A few insignificant details re- 
main to be sorted out, but there is 
no major problem," he said. 


Macy’s to close as 
many as 10 stores 


NEW YORK (R) — R.H. Macy 
Co. the famed New York retailer 
currently operating under bank- 
ruptcy protection, has said it 
{dans to shut as many as 10 of its 
stores across the United States. 

A company spokesman said the 
well-known Macy’s at Herald 
Square, which claims to be the 
world's biggest department store, 
would not be affected. The com- 
pany, however, declined to say 
when other stores would be 
closed. 

The 134-year-oid retailer has 
won international fame for its 
star-studded annual Thanksgiving 
Day parade. The flagship store 
on Herald Square is one of the 
busiest stores in Manhattan and is 
a popular tourist destination. 

Macy's, which has been hit by 
the recession-induced slump in 


U.S. consumer sales and the bur- 
den of its huge debt, has been 
trying to stem losses with store 
dosings and other measures since 
it sought protection from credi- 
tors in U.S. bankruptcy court in 
January. 

The company said it didn't 
anticipate closing more than 10 
stores out of the almost 200 it 
owns under the Macy name and 
others across the United States. 
Crain's New York business maga- 
zine has reported that a bank- 
ruptcy advisor said Macy's would 
close between IS and 30 stores. 

The closings announced this 
month, together with others 
announced earlier, would leave 
Macy's with about 180 stores 
nationwide under its name and 
other store names. 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Furnished flat to let, Tla’ Al Ali. opposite the University, 2 
bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, central heating. 
Ground floor. Annual rent. 

Tel.: 848075, 837638 
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To the Ministries of Health, hospital managements, 

private clinics, doctors and all interested parties, the 
company announces 

the availability of new medical equipment, in 

good condition, at the free zone in Zarqa. 

Competitive prices. • Unique after-sale services 

1. Diagnostic X-ray equipment of German origin: 

Hoffman, Siemens, Phillips 

2. Ultrasound equipment 

3. Tomograph computers of the following brand 
names: 

Siemens, Phillips, Toshiba, General Electric 

4. Complete medical equipment for furnishing hospit- 
als; maintenance service is provided. 

5. Artificial kidney equipment with all its accessories 
and spare parts. 

6. Furnishings and accessories for medical and uni- 
versity laboratories. 

. • Competitive prices • One year free-of-charge 
guarantee • A two-week training course on the 
equipment, under the supervision of German 
engineers • Periodic maintenance of equipment 
and provision of spare parts can be arranged 
under special contracts with hospitals. 

For further information pis call: 

Fax: 696214 

tel. 604733 or tel. 696215 
Amman - Jordan 
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World News 


Armenians open corridor to Karabakh 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (Agcjides) — 
Armenian forces Tuesday began 
sending supplies to the be- 
leaguered enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh over a key highway 
captured in a pivotal victory over 
Azerbaijan. 

A convoy of 50 trucks carrying 
fuel, flour, butter and oil was 
scheduled to leave the Armenian 
capital of Yerevan Tuesday, a 
day after Armenian forces took 
the Azerbaijani-held town of 
Lachin, opening a corridor from 
Armenia to Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The Armenian Foreign Minis- 
try said Nagorno-Karabakh de- 
fence forces “have broken 
through the blockade and estab- 
lished a corridor through which 
foodstuffs, medicine and other 
necessities can reach the besieged 
population.” 

The taking of Lachin, just 
south of Nagorno-Karabakh, was 
seen as a major setback to Azer- 
baijan's efforts to hold onto the 
disputed region, and could 
change the nature of the four- 
year-old war. 

It could also widen the conflict 
that until now was confined most- 
ly to Nagorno-Karabakh, a main- 
ly Christian Armenian enclave 
inside mostly Muslim Azerbaijan. 

More than 1,500 people have 
been killed and tens of thousands 
driven from their homes in the 
conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which has been fighting with 
Armenian help for independence 
from Azerbaijan. 


An Armenian convoy carrying 
wounded soldiers left Nagorno- 
Karabakh early Monday and en- 
tered Armenia a few hours later, 
the ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said. 

Before the overland corridor 
was opened, most supplies were 
transported from Armenia to 
Nagorno-Karabakh via helicopter 
or plane. 

Armenian troops were also 
attacking the village of Sadarak in 
Nakhichevan, an enclave in Azer- 
baijan's southwest comer, the 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 

The Azerbaijani parliament 
picked an interim president and 
then dissolved itself late Monday 
as Armenian forces moved to- 
wards a pivotal battlefield victory 
over the chaotic republic. 

Lawmakers voted overwhel- 
mingly to make nationalist leader 
Isa Gam bare v the acting presi- 
dent until new elections are held 
June 7. His selection was expected 
to restore political stability. 

The assembly completed the 
power transfer to an Interim 
National Council by dissolving 
itself, drawing cheers from 
opposition lawmakers in the 
chamber and protesters outside 
who had fought the ex-Commun- 
ist leadership. 

Turkey Tuesday assailed what 
it said was Armenia’s expansion- 
ist policy by force of arms against 
Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan. 

"In view of Armenia's latest 
onslaughts against its neighbours 


...Turkey’s balanced policy 
favouring the maintenance of 
peace through negotiations will 
inevitably by seriously affected,” 
said a statement issued after a 
cabinet meeting. 

It fell short of saying Turkey 
would intervene militarily in the 
neighbouring state, but press re- 
ports quoted Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal, recovering from 
surgery in Houston, Texas, as 
saying Turkey ought to send in 
troops. Turkish authorities did 
not comment on his remarks. 

"Armenia is on an indisputably 
wrong road,” said the cabinet 
following the meeting led by Pre- 
mier Suleyman Demirel. "We 
would like to remind Armenia 
that it will be responsible for the 
consequences to arise unless it 
corrects its position." 

It also called the international 
community to take action to pre- 
vent further bloodshed in the 
region. 

Tran, reporting fierce fighting 
and Azeri -Armenian artillery 
duels across its border Tuesday, 
denounced Armenia's thrust into 
an Azeri enclave as “flagrant 
aggression." 


“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
will not accept any change in the 
borders of these republics," 
Mahmoud Vaezi, Iran's envoy in 
abortive attempts to mediate- be- 
tween the two ex-Soviet republics 
told the Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA). 


Mr. Vaezi said officials in 
Yerevan had told him they did 
not intend to annex Nagorno- 
Karabakh. But were concerned 
about the safety of its Armenian 
population and would respect any 
understanding the Karabakh 
Armenians reached with Baku. 

IRNA said Mr. Vcezi denied 
Tehran provided military help to 
Armenians. "These rumours are 
fabricated by those who do not 
miss any opportunity to damage 
the mediatory efforts of Iran." he 
said. 

In a separate development, 
Azerbaijan's deputy Security 
Minister Rafik Sadykhov shot 
himself in the bead in a failed 
suicide bid Monday, a senior 
ministry source said. 

"He shot himself in his office 
this morning, but he is still alive," 
the source told Reuters. 

Azeri news agencies reported 
earlier that Mr. Sadykhov, who 
had special responsibility for tbe 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, bad killed himself. 

ASS A-I RADA News Agency, 
correcting an earlier dispatch, 
said Mr. Sadykhov had been 
rushed to hospital and neuro- 
surgeons were fighting to save his 
life. 

The minister had shot himself 
with his own pistol, it said. 

An opposition newspaper, 
Mukhalisat, identified Mr. 
Sadykhov as a leading force be- 
hind the return to power last 
week of President Mutalibov. 


General named Russian defence minister 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has relin- 
quished the post of defence 
minister and given the job to a 
former paratroop commander, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 

The appointment of Army 
General Pavel Grachev came less 
than two weeks after Mr. Yeltsin 
issued decrees creating a Russian 
army for the first time since 1918 
and naming himself its com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Gen. Grachev sprang to prom- 
inence during last August’s Soviet 


coup when be refused orders 
from its hardline Communist 
leaders to storm the Russian Par- 
liament where Mr. Yeltsin had 
marshalled opposition to the 
putsch. 


Gen. Grachev, appointed first 
deputy defence minister earlier 
this month, said then that die 
planned Russian army of up to 
1.5 million men would need re- 
equipping with sophisticated, 
modem weaponry. 

This was because much of the 


former Soviet army’s best milit- 
ary hardware had been claimed 
by Ukraine and Belarus, both of 
which have taken over units 
based on their territory. 

Russia is die latest of several 
republics to announce the creation 
of their own armed forces after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union 
last year. 

Until Gen. Grachev’s appoint- 
ment, announced in a terse state- 
ment late Monday, Mr. Yeltsin 
had been defence minister. He is 
also prime minister. 


China investigates U.S. journalist 


Kim 

declared 
S. Korea 
ruling party 

candidate 


PEKING (AP) — The Foreign 
Ministry summoned the Washing- 
ton Post’s Peking correspondent 
for a meeting Tuesday, two days 
after authorities searched her 
office and confiscated her papers. 

Correspondent Lena Sun was 
called in for a 10-minute meeting 
with Yang Xiuping, deputy divi- 
sion chief of the ministry’s In- 
formation Office, which is in 
charge of foreign reporters in 
China. 

"As a foreign reporter based in 
Peking, you should abide by the 
laws and regulations of China," 
Mr. Yang said, according to Ms. 


Sun's written account of the 
meeting. 

“You should not engage in 
activites incompatible with your 
status,” Ms. Yang added. 

She did not elaborate, but the 
accusation has been made in the 
past against foreign journalists 
eventually charged with spying. 
Chinese secret police told Ms. 
Sun that one of her Chinese 
friends had been arrested.' 

Ms. Yang did not say whether 
Ms. Sun would be expelled from 
China, but said investigations 
were continuing. 

Ms. Sun said she told Ms. Yang 


that she had reported “in a fair, 
accurate and comprehensive 
way" about China. 

She objected to the treatment 
of her husband and son, who 
were barred from leaving their 
apartment while secret police 
•searched Ms. Sung's office Sun- 
day and questioned her for sever- 
al hours. 

Ms. Sun also asked that note- 
books and papers, including a list 
of Chinese names and phone 
numbers, and other material 
seized during the search be re- 
turned. Ms. Yang apparently did 
not respond. 


Ramos pulls ahead in Filipino elections 


MANILA (R) — Former Philip- 
pine defence chief Fidel Ramos 
pulled well ahead of anti-graft 
fighter Miriam Santiago in the 
presidential race Tuesday, but his 
spokesman said it was premature 
to claim victoiy. 

With 34 per cent counted of the 
estimated 25 million votes cast in 
the May 1 1 elections, Mr. Ramos 
led Mrs. Santiago by 2.002.903 to 
1,542,515 votes, the officially 


sanctioned Media Citizens Quick 
Count said. 

Business tycoon Eduardo Co- 
juangco, an ally of late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos, had staged a 
rally in third position to be only 
38.000 votes behind Mrs. San- 
tiago, it said. 

“An emerging trend in favour 
of Secretary Fidel Ramos has 
evolved ... However it is still 
early to say that the trend 


is 


definite until at least 30 per cent 
of the votes from each (of the 
Philippines’ 13 regions) has been 
counted,” said Rafael Alunan, 
spokesman for Gen. Ramos’s 
People Power Party. 

President Corazon Aquino, 
who is backing Gen. Ramos to 
succeed her, vowed to quell any 
attempt by army rebels to disrupt 
the counting and block the proc- 
lamation of the winner. 


Carson quits; will America sleep now? 


NEW YORK (R) — Johnny Car- 
son. the U.S. talk show host who 
has kept Americans up late for 30 
years, finally retires Friday — 
giving his most devoted fans an 
excuse to finally go to bed early. 

The event has been trampled 
for a year, and some of his fans — 
ageing, red-eyed Americans — 
might want a good night's sleep 
after spending 8,564 nights with 
Mr. Carson, his substitutes and» 
reruns and his announcer Ed 
McMahon’s endless rallying cry 
of “heeeeeeeere’s Johnny.” a 
phrase repeated so often that it is 
chiselled into almost every Amer- 
ican's brain. 

On Monday the NBC Televi- 
sion Network’s “Tonight” show, 
which under Mr. Carson 
accounted for between 12 and 17 
per cent of the network’s re- 
venues depending on the year, 
gets a new host — comedian Jay 
Leno. 

But it remains to be seen 
whether Mr.. Leno can fill the 
master’s shoes and keep a whole 
country from noddin? off at a 
civilised hour. Mr. Carson's de- 
parture could trigger a host of 
new late-night shows aimed at 
grabbing his audience. 

America has never had a come- 
dian who lasted as long running 


one programme as Mr. Carson or 
exerted as much influence as he 
has. The comedian often express- 
ed the national mood better than 
any other competitor. 

He could even create a panic. 
An offhand comment during a 
1973 monologue that there was a 
toilet-paper shortage actually cre- 
ated a ran on toilet paper from 
one end to tbe country to the 
other. 

Politicians could test their 
popularity by Mr. Carson's 
monologue. A joke about them 
might set people laughing and 
spell trouble — as disgraced for- 
mer President Richard Nixon 
found out when Mr. Carson 
started making jokes about the 
Watergate scandal. Mr. Carson 
stopped the Nixon jokes when 
the president resigned and took a 
helicopter ride into exile. 

President George Bush felt Mr. 
Carson's sting when he reneged 
on his “read my lips, no new 
taxes” pledge and the comedian 
said Mr. Bush's next step would 
be “read my lips, no rtew prom- 
ises.” 

The late California Senator S.I. 
Hayakawa once said he decided 
to retire because of one joke too 
many about him by Mr. Carson. 

Watched -nightly by an esti- 


mated 12 mill ran people, Mr. 
Carson has had over 24.000 
guests on bis show, asked them 
more than 200,000 questions and 
NBC calculates be has been seen 
over the last 30 years by 83 billion 
people. 

An estimated 45 millioD people 
tuned in to Mr. Carson on Dew. 
17, 1969 to watch falsetto singer 
Tiny Tim many his Miss Vicki on 
the Tonight show, a record audi- 
ence for the programme. 

Tbe marriage didn't last but the 
memory did and even today some 
people can quote Mr. Tim’s vow 
not to consummate the marriage 
for three days: “Not even a kiss. I 
plan to give the lord tbe first 
fruits of my marriage.” 

Mr. Carson's departure show 
Friday is expected to attract a 
near-record audience and will be 
devoted mainly to clips from his 
best shows. 

Much of the American press 
has been busy eulogising Carson 
for weeks — but not all. Tbe 
Baltimore Sun daily said Mr. 
Carson's ratings have been bad 
and getting worse and that he bad 
alienated younger viewers, espe- 
cially women. 


THE JORDAN VALLEY ARABIAN STUD 


announces courses in polo and equitation. 
Equipment is available. Only very good riders 
are eligible. Training starts every Friday from 
.8:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m. 

More details are available at the stud. 


Hie newspaper said that if Mr. 
Carson had not left his show was 
in danger of being dropped. 

While Mr. Carson may have 
failed to impress in Baltimore be 
outlasted five presidents and 14 
talk-show competitors and his de- 
parture will create a classic battle 
among late-night programmes for 
his audience. 

The hour-long Johnny Carson 
show is screened at 11:30 p.m. in 
the eastern United States and at 
varying hours in other time zones 
but is generally on late in the 
evening all over the country. 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
ruling Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP) endorsed former opposi- 
tion leader Kim Young-Sam as its 
presidential candidate Tuesday. 

“1 will not fidl to win the 
forthcoming presidential election 
and will offer the glory to party 
members and tbe people,” Mr. 
Kim told a cheering crowd at the 
party's national convention. 

But thousands of students 
staged protests against his 
nomination. About 4,000 
gathered near Mr. Kim's house in 
southwestern Seoul Tuesday 
afternoon chanting hostile slo- 
gans, witnesses said. 

Riot police moved in to dis- 
perse protesters, some of whom 
wielded steel pipes. There were 
no immediate reports of injuries. 

In the southwestern dty of 
Kwangju, political base of cur- 
rent opposition leader Kim Dae- 
Jung, witnesses said 1,000 stu- 
dents battled riot police who fired 
tear gas. 

Students call Mr. Kim Young- 
Sam a traitor for defecting to the 
ruling camp. 

The nomination sets Mr. Kim 
Young-Sam up for a showdown 
with his longtime rival in the 
opposition movement, Mr. Kim 
Dae- Jung. Analysts expect a 
close fight in the elections, ex- 
pected by the end of the year. 

Kim Young-Sam, 64, who 
joined forces with President Roh 
Tae-Woo after a life-long career 
in opposition, is a favourite with 
the middle classes while Mr. Kim 
Dae-Jung attracts many workers, 
farmers and urban poor. 
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Up to 300 
reported 
killed in 
Nigerian 
violence 

LAGOS (R) — Up to 300 people 
have been killed m two days of 


TC&gkms and ethnic fighting in 
northern Nigeria, diplomats m 
the troubled dty of Kaduna said 
Tuesday. 


“Up to 300 people have been 
killed. It is tenible and sad,” a 
foreign diplomat told Reuters 
from Kaduna, political heartland 
of Nigeria’s mainly Muslim north. 

“I saw mortuaries and hospitals 
filled with the injured and corp- 
ses, some beaten beyond recogni- 
tion. Others had slit throats,” he 
raid. 


Armed soldiers and police pat- 
rolled Kaduna streets. 

Residents said the city's streets 
were tense bnt calm after the 
civilian state governor called in 
the army to restore order, a move 
signalling the seriousness of the 
noting. 

Streets were littered with de- 
bris from battered vehicles and 
buddings, including shops and 
religious meeting places, razed by 
fire by thousand^ of rioters Sun- 
day and Monday, they said. 

The independent daily Cham- 
pion also said up to 300 had died 
in some of the worst violence 
since miHtaiy President Ibrahim 
Babangida seized power in Africa's 
most populous nation "m 1985. 

Sources dose to the presidency 
in the capital Abuja, two hours’ 
drive from Kaduna, said tbe 
National Security Council, led by 
Gen. Babangida, was likely to 
meet to discuss the rioting. 

State radio said several people 
had been killed in Zaria, a tradi- 
tional Islamic centre 80 
kilometres from Kaduna. 

Diplomats said continued vio- 
lence after last week's riots over 
poverty in Lagos, Nigeria’s big- 
gest dty and situated in the main- 
ly Christian south, could jeopar- 
dise army plans to restore civilian 
rale next January. 

A major threat is violence 
spreading outride Kaduna state 
'to neighbouring areas such as 
Bauctri and Kano, where reli- 
gions violence claimed hundreds 
of lives last year. 

Residents in Kano, on tbe 
fringe of tire Sahara Desert, said 
riot police and armoured vehicles 
were patrolling streets. 



A fighter runs for cover after preparing a shot at a nearby 

Yugoslav position 


Red Cross delegate 
killed in Sarajevo 


GENEVA (Agencies) — An In- 
ternational Red Cross field work- 
er who volunteered to go to 
embattled Sarajevo died Tuesday 
of wounds suffered in an attack 
on an aid convoy, the Red Cross 
said. 

Frederic Maurice, a 39-year- 
old father of two from Geneva, 
was wounded Monday afternoon 
in the Bosnian capital, tbe Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said. 

“Frederic was one who had 
said we should be there — it’s 
part of our mandate. He volun- 
teered to replace tbe present 
head of mission in Sarajevo,” 
spokeswoman Karen Saddler 
said. 

Mr. Maurice, a member of the 
ICRC’s Operational Manage- 
ment Team, was the first Red 
Cross worker killed in Yugosla- 
via. 

He was on his way into 
Sarajevo in a convoy taking 
medical supplies to the city's civi- 
lian hospital when the convoy 
came under attack. 

Two other ICRC employees 
were wounded — Roland Sidler, 
a Swiss who works in the ICRC’s 
Press Division in Geneva, and 
local translator Yvan Lalic. 

Mr. Saddler said Red Cross 
officials were investigating the 
attack to determine whether it 
was deliberate. 

They were also considering the 
organisation's future course of 
action in Bosnia- Herzegovina, 
where more than 1,300 people 
have been killed in six weeks of 
fighting over the republic’s inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia. 

, Warplanes buzzed Sarajevo 
Tuesday, but the battle-scarred 
Bosnian capital remained re- 


latively quiet, raising hopes that a 
day-old trace would take hold. 

Radio in neighbouring Croatia 
reported some overnight shelling 
of the northwestern Bosnian 
town of'Bihac. But there was no 
word of major fighting m Bosnia 
by daybreak. 

The truce, signed Monday in 
Sarajevo by representatives of 
Bosnia's Serbs, Croats and Mus- 
lims and of the Serb-led federal 
army, is to be in effect for three 
weeks. It remained undear Tues- 
day whether the ceasefire was for 
the entire republic, or only for 
Sarajevo and the area around it. 

Numerous ceasefires have 
failed in the violent breakup of 
Yugoslavia, and explosions could 
be heard in Sarajevo late Monday 
after announcement of the truce. 


Meanwhile, U.N. convoys 
loaded with 650 tonnes of food 
aid left Zagreb, the Croatian 
capital, for Bosnia Tuesday, said 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
■ Refugees office in Geneva. 

Serbs, who comprise one-third 
of Bosnia’s 4.3 million people, 
claim they would be second-rate 
citizens in an independent repub- 
lic dominated by Muslims and 
Croats, who together make up 60 
per cent of the population. 

More than 1.300 people have 
been killed since Muslims and 
Croats voted for independence 
on Feb. 29 over the opposition of 
Serbs. 


Serbia and the federal army 
have been blamed by the 12- 
nation European Community and 
the United States as the main 
culprits for the war in^ Bosnia. 
They and other countries have 
withdrawn their ambassadors 
from Belgrade in protest. 


Fujimori proposal is not enough — OAS 


NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — 
Foreign ministers from across the 
Americas said Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori's plan for an 
elected constituent assembly is 
weak on details and doesn't prove 
a commitment to restoring 
Democracy. 

“He doesn’t have very much to 
offer in terms of a return to full 
democracy,” Panamanian Fore- 
ign Minister Julio Linares said. 

Mr. Fujimori Monday told the 
ministers from tbe Organisation 
of American States’ (OAS) 34 
member nations, gathered in a- 
Nassau resort hotel, that he 
would call open elections for a 
“democratic constituent con- 
gress” to reform the constitution 
“within no more than approx- 
imately five months. 


He promised to give the new 
congress some unspecified leg- 
islative authority and oversight 
powers over the presidency, but 
many of the ministers complained 
that he wasn’t specific enough- 

“The devil is in the details,” 
said U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagle burger. He 
nonetheless called Mr. Fujimori's 
unscheduled appearance and 
address here “encouraging” and 
an indication that the Peruvian 
leader might allow a return to 
democracy. 

Mr. Fujimori closed congress 
and the courts on April 5. In a 
move that had solid military 
backing, he announced he would 
rule by decree. 

The OAS strongly condemned 
the action, which Mr. Fujimori 


said was necessary to act decisive- 
ly against an entrenched Maoist 
guerrilla threat, cocaine traffick- 
ing and a desperately ailing eco- 
nomy. 

Some OAS nations, including 
the United States, Canada and 
Venezuela, have adopted some 
economic or diplomatic sanctions 
against Peru. 

Both the U.S. and Canadian 
foreign ministers said that Mr. 
Fujimori's address Monday did 
'not persuade them to change 
their policy. “It will not be busi- 
ness as usual,” said Canada's 
Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Barbara McDougall. 

Mr. Fujimori said impover- 
ished Peru's desperate plight de- 
manded drastic action. The 
ministers said they were sym- 
pathetic, but not convinced. 


Clinton calls for ‘Manhattan Project’ to fight AIDS 


LOS ANGELES (R) — U.S. 
Democratic Party presidential 
front-runner Bill Clinton has ac- 
cused the administration of Presi- 
dent George Bush of ignoring the 
AIDS problem and called for the 
launching of a full-scale govern- 
ment campaign to find a cure for 
the deadly illness. 

Mr. Clinton, addressing an au- 
dience of more than 700 gay 
rights activists at Hollywood's 
Palace Theatre, also vowed that if 
elected be would lift tbe ban 
against homosexuals serving in 
the U.S. military. 

He said the government cam- 
paign should be modelled after 
the "Manhattan Project” that 
marshalled the U.S.’s scientific 
resources to develop the atomic 
bomb at tbe end of world War II. 

The Arkansas governor 
pledged to bring gays into his 
administration “not because of or 
in spite of your sexual orientation 
but because America needs you.” 

“Over a million Americans are 
HIV-positive and yet the (Bush)' 
administration is curiously silent 
until the famous fall,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said, referring to recent discl- 
osure by former basketball star 
Ervin “Magic” Johnson and for- 
mer tennis great Arthur Ashe 
that they have tested positive for 
the virus that causes acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). 

“This administration ignores its 
own commission reports, under- 
funds research and treatment and 
leaves red tape,” be said. 

Mr. Clinton said the United 
States needs to wage "a real war 


on AIDS,” a condition that gra- 
dually destroys the body's im- 
mune system, leaving it defence- 
less against a host of infections. 

“Tone should be a Manhattan 
Project (to cure AIDS),” Mr. 
Clin ton said. “One person should 
be in charge, one person who 
could cut across all the depart- 
ments and agencies, who has the 
president’s ear and the presi- 
dent's heart.” 


He said a Defence Department 
study on whether to allow gays in 
the military .found “there was no 
basis in national security for dis- 
criminating on the basis of sexual 
orientation against Americans 
who wish to serve their country." 

Mr. Clinton, who had virtually 
sewn up the Democratic nomina- 
tion after a string of primary- 
election wins, drew enthusiastic 
applause from the crowd in what 
organisers said was the largest- 
ever homosexual rally in support 
of a presidential candidate. 

Mr. Bush had already sewed up 
the Republican Party nomination 
for tibe Nov. 3 presidential elec- 
tion. 


recovering economy has made 
him confident be can beat Mr. 
Perot and Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton, without mention- 
ing Mr. Perot by name, acknow- 
ledged Monday that U.S. voters 
have grown weary of both major 
parties over the past decade. 

Polls show many Americans 
unhappy with the political system 
and a new poll out over the 
weekend showed the Texas bil- 
lionaire leading both Mr. Bush 
and Mr. Clinton. 


Meanwhile, Ross Perot’s likely 
presidential campaign is bringing 
jitters fo Republicans and Demo- 
crats alike. Hie parties* trench 
soldiers don't think Mr. Perot can 
win but say he could cause unpre- 
dictable damage while losing. 

President Bush Monday stres- 
sed bis own businessman’s back- 
ground in offering a group of. 
builders an upbeat assessment of 
the economy. Mr. Bush had said 
in an interview Sunday that the 


Democratic and Republican 
Party leaders at the state level 
profess to believe that Mr. 
Perot’s appeal will fade when the 
country considers whether Mr. 
Perot is ready to take charge. 

“We’ve got a lot of self-made 
bflhonaires,” says Pennsylvania 
GOP Chairman Anne B. An- 
stine. “That does not make them 
qualified to be president.'* 

But a cross-country sampling of 
Republican and Democratic 
National Committee members 
finds uncertainty and some ner- 
vousness over the prospect of a 
richly financed Mr. Perot eam- 
■ paign in a volatile election year. 

“In a two-man race, I would 
feel good about President Bosh 
carrying North Carolina” over 
Mr. Clinton, says Republican 
State Chairman R_ Jack Hawke. 
“Put Perot in the race and it 
becomes unpredictable.” 

“He’s beginning to give people 
heartburn in both parties,” says 
Peter Kelly, Democratic national 
committeeman . from Connecti- 
cut. 


“If be were to win California 
and Texas, tins thing goes to the 
House of Representatives, be- 
cause this is going to be a real 
close election.” The House 
chooses a president if no candi- 
date draws a majority of the 
electoral votes. 

Noel Gross, veteran Republi- 
can c o mnrittc ewoman from New 
Jersey, says it is possible that Mr. 
Perot could carry her state, 
adding: “I’m sure the people 
around George Bush are ner- 
vous, because they're not stupid 
— I hope.” 

“There’s an awful lot of talk” 
about Mr. Perot, observes dentist 
Gerald Gogan, Democratic 
national committeeman from 
Oregon, which holds its primary 
Tuesday. 

None of those sampled thought 
Mr. Perot would win tbe election. 
Many said be would finish with 20 
to 30 per cent of tbe vote. 

“It's hard to believe too many 
working stiffs would go for a 
billionaire,” said Illinois builder 
John Rednour, a member of the 
Democratic National Committee. 

For the most part, party lead- 
ers agreed that Mr. Perot’s public 
standing is at its high point and 
will decline once he is compelled 
to make dear his postion on 
issues and as more is revealed 
about his background and perso- 
nality. 

“I think he's going to fizzle 
out,” said Mis. Anstine. “The 
public's been fooled bpfore ami 
can be fooled for a little while, but 
I think he’s going to fall flat on his 



The Best intentions 
wins at Cannes 
Film Festival 


CANNES, France (AP) — Dan- 
ish director Bifle August won 
best-picture tumours at tbe Can- 
nes Film Festival for a second 
time Monday, triumphing with ; 
The Best Intentions, a love story ■ 
written by Ingmar Bergman. ' 
Offbeat U.S. films had captured 
the Golden Palm each year since 
August's Pelle Conqueror won in 
1988. The 44-year-old Dane's 
wife. Pern ilia, was honoured as 
Best Actress for her role in his 
film. Tbe other big winner at the 
45th annual festival was an Amer- 
ican film about American films— 

Robert Altman's The Player. Tbe 

bitting satire earned best-director 
honours for Altman and Bat 
Actor Award for-Tim Robbins as 
Griffin Mill, a cynical young stu- 
dio executive who murders a 
screenwriter. Altman received a a 
standing ovation of more than * 
two minutes, the warmest acco- 
lade of the evening from the 
audience of 2.800. The Best In- 
tentions. produced in' Sweden 
and inspired by Bergman's own 
parents, recounts the romance 
between a poor theology student ' 
and a young woman from a weal- 
thy Swedish family. They face • 
obstacles — a rigid class struc- 
ture, the opposition of their fami- 
lies — but persevere. August, in a 
brief speech, paid tribute to Berg- 
man as “One of the great film 
makers of the world, who wrote a 
fantastic script.” “I always had 
the impression of being under the 
eye of tbe master.” August said - 
later. The Golden Palm was pre- - 
sented by Tom Cruise, who ar- . 
rived at tbe festival palace m a 
white Rolls-Royce convertible, g 


, 2 - 5 - 




Saint’s blood 
stages surprise 
‘miracle’ 


NAPLES, Italy (R) — A subst- 
ance Neapolitans believe is the 
congealed blood of a fourth cen- 
tury saint departed from its nor- 
mal schedule and turned into 
liquid after just a minute of 
prayers. The substance, which 
people believe is the Wood of- 
martyrSt. Januaries, normally only 
liquefies on set dates three times 
every year. But church officials 
said it turned to liquid during a 
visit by Fra Andrew Bertie, the 
Scottish head of the exclusive 
Order of the Knights of Malta. 
Bertie, whose order is religious 
and devoted to charitable works, 
visited tbe saint's chapel in Na- 
ples cathedral with churchmen 
and local nobles belonging to the 
honorary “deputation of Saint 
Januarius.” The substance inside 
a small phial reportedly turned 
liquid after a minute of prayeri. 
The congealed blood has turned 
to liquid on certain days for the 
past 600 years. Neapolitans be- 
lieve that if this fails to occur a 
disaster could strike the dty. 
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Steel rings clamped 
on leaning Tower 
of Pisa 


PISA, Italy (R) — Workers have 
clamped steel rings around the 
leaning Tower of Pisa, officially 
dubbed a danger to the public, in 
a bid to prevent it from collaps- 
ing. Experts said this was only a£- 
stop-gap measure while they de- 
cide on a permanent solution to 
prevent the 800-year-old belitow- 
er from crumbling. Two- rings 
made of steel but sheated in 
plastic to match the marble's col- 
ouring, the first of 18, were 
placed around the lower part of 
the monument where pressure 
from the lean is greatest. The 
rings are expected to stay in place 
for at least two to three years. A 
counterweight of a>me 800 ton- 
nes of lead ingots will also be 
placed at the base of the monu- 
ment. Scientists and engineers 
charged with saving the tower 
warned last month that there was 
a danger that the structure conld 
collapse without warning. The 
56-metre (187-foot) high tower, 
one of Italy's most popular tourist 
attractions. Jeans some five 
metres (16.5 feet) off the perpen- 
dicular. It was dosed to the pub- 
lic in January 1990, causing a 
huge economic loss to the Tuscan 
dty, . ' 
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More than 100,000 
serenade Pope, 72 




VATICAN CITY (R) - Some 
130,000 people serenaded Pope 
John Paul on his 72rid birthday 
Monday, singing “happy birth- 
day” along with a choir in several 
languages at an audience in St 
Peter’s Square. The pope was 
born Karol Wojtyla in Wado- 
wice, Poland, on May 18/1920. 
The former cardinal of Krakow, 
he was elected Pope in 1978. the 
first non-Italian Pontiff in more 
than 450 years.- 
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